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From the Editor’s Desk 


endrobium cuthbertsonii is one of the world’s most spectacular orchids. 

This species from New Guinea has very large blooms, considering the size 
of the plant, comes in a wide range of bright colours, and the individual flow- 
ers can last up to nine months! It does have a reputation for being challenging 
to grow. Tom Perlite from Golden Gate Orchids (San Francisco, California) 
has the finest collection of this species that I have seen. The quality of his 
plants, both in terms of floral excellence and cultivation, is without peer. Tom 
has been line breeding this species for a number of years, and in fact all of his 
plants have been nursery-raised seedlings. To further improve upon the wild 
plants, some seedlings, under laboratory conditions, have been converted to 
tetraploids. In this issues feature article, Tom shares his vast orchid knowledge 
with us and give us the clues on how to successfully grow this natural jewel. 

Brian Milligan and I have collaborated on an article on growing Restrepia. 
These are great compact plants with interesting and colourful blooms, related 
to Pleurothallis and Masdevallia. They will take quite a range of temperatures, 
are quite quick growing, and can be grown from leaf-cuttings! An attractive 
photographic essay accompanies these notes, with images from David 
Titmuss, Ron Parsons (USA), Brian and myself. 

As a follow on from the article on Vanilla in our last issue, Art Buckman 
from Hawaii gives us some more information on Vanilla planifolia, the species 
the vanilla essence is extracted from. Art discusses the culture of this vine-like 
orchid and includes pollination and harvesting tips. 

We also have a couple of articles on growing orchids in the garden. Many 
are a lot easier than you may think! There are a couple of book reviews, high- 
lighting some new benchmark texts by Australian authors. Firstly, there is 
Dendrobium and its Relatives by Bill Lavarack, Wayne Harris & Geoff Stocker 
followed by Jim Cootes’ Orchids of the Philippines. 

The 2001 National Cymbidium Show, presented by the Australian 
Cymbidium Society, that was held at Swane’s Nursery in August was, without 
doubt, the finest benching of first class cymbidiums I have ever seen, any- 
where. I was fortunate to have been invited to be one of the Australian Orchid 
Council judges to participate in the show-bench judging. It’s just a shame that 
so many high quality plants failed to win a prize, as the competition was so hot. 
There is little doubt that Australia leads the world in Cymbidium breeding. 
Many of the prizewinners were of locally bred plants. The public could not 

_ have failed to be impressed with this fabulous display, and hopefully a wave 
of new members will be attracted to joining an orchid society. This is a huge 

’ bonus for the industry in Australia, and we are fortunate to have some of the 
finest breeders of these plants, including Greg Bryant, Dean Roesler, Graham 
Guest, Neville Schaefer and Gordon Giles. 

The next Sydney International Orchid Fair is just around the corner. It will 
be held at Castle Hill Showground from Friday 12th to Sunday 14th October 
2001. Apart from 20 different orchid vendors, there will again be collectable 
plants such as cacti & succulents, bromeliads, carnivorous plants, grafted 
Australian plants, daylilies, bearded irises and vireya rhododendrons for sale. 
Again, there is free parking and admission, plus a range of food and refresh- 
ments available throughout the day. This year, the Hills District Orchids open 
day will be on Sunday 25th November 2001. 

And to finish with a thought. How do you gauge the success of your local 
clubs orchid show? By the amount of money raised on the sales table - or the 
number of new members you have attracted to the hobby? Think about it. Hf 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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\p endrobium cuthbertsonit first caught my eye in 1981 at 
ya local hobbyist’s greenhouse in San Francisco. The 
4a_” plant, which he referred to at the time as Dendrobium 
sophronites, was in a 3” pot with 2 glossy red-orange flowers. 
He said that it was extremely hard to come by and equally hard 
to grow, but when it bloomed, the flowers lasted for six months. 
I was told it was a cool grower from New Guinea, which would 
do well with the Odontoglossums and Masdevallias I was 
growing. 

It wasn’t until the early 1990’s that I began growing 
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii. A handful of local growers had a 
few plants but would only sell flasks of seedlings. I purchased 
two or three flasks, planted them out, and promptly lost over 
50% of the seedlings in the first month. Those that did survive 
did very well and flowered within one year. From that point on 
I was fascinated by this diminutive, but extremely rewarding 
plant. 

Virtually all of the Dendrobium cuthbertsonii plants I grow 


Tom Perlite with 5-year old plants of D. cuthbertsonii, note the range of 
colours. 


are seed propagated. Dendrobium cuthbertsonii is notoriously 
difficult to form seed capsules, grow in flask, and successfully 
grow out of flask. [have tried to cross the same colour forms in 
an attempt to improve the vigour, size, shape and markings of 
the distinct colour forms. The colour forms I grow are orange- 
red, red, orange and red bicolour, pink, and a creamy white. In 
general, the pink and white colour forms grow more slowly 
than the orange and red forms. My cultural recommendations 
are: 

Potting Medium: I grow Dendrobium cuthbertsonii in New 
Zealand sphagnum moss (same as Austmoss, available in 
Australia) in clay pots. The seedlings are grown from flask in 
1” plug trays, rather than community pots. In this way the faster 
growing plants can be moved up into pots without disturbing 
the smaller and slower growing seedlings. The seedlings are 
grown slightly warmer than mature plants, but otherwise the 
conditions are the same. 


AS pas Se 


Group of D. cuthbertsonii at San Francisco Show 2000 


D. cuthbertsonii ‘Gina’ CCM/AOS, a choice red clone 


D. cuthbertsonii, white form with red border on labellum 
(grown by Mike Harrison) 


D. cuthbertsonii, unusual apricot-yellow form 


Light: 1000-1500 foot-candles. The plants should have a 
slight reddish tinge to the leaves and the growth should be com- 
pact and not leggy. Being in the northern hemisphere, I grow 
the plants on the south side of the greenhouse, so that they 
receive maximum sunlight throughout the day, especially dur- 
ing the winter months (this would translate to a northern aspect 
in Australia). This insures strong growth and intense flower 
colour. 

Temperature: 21-27°C (70-80°F) degrees during the day, 
10-15°C (50-60°F) degrees at night. I have grown mature 
plants as cool as 7°C (45°F) degrees at night, but above 10°C 
(50°F) prevents the flowers from spotting during the winter 
months. 

Water: Dendrobium cuthbertsonii likes to be moist at all 
times. During the winter months, the plants are watered approx- 
imately every five days, and during the summer months they 
are watered 2-3 times per week. Water quality is important, as 
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii will not tolerate water high in salts. 

Fertiliser: I use a balanced fertiliser (20-20-20 or 20-10-20) 
at one-half strength once per month. It is very important to 
make sure the potting mix is moist before the fertiliser is 
applied. 

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii is somewhat unusual in that the 
plant may stay in flower throughout the year. In San Francisco, 
the plants begin flowering in mid-spring, peak during the sum- 
mer months, and can still be flowering in mid-winter. It is also 
in winter that I remove all of the flowers and buds to give the 
plants arest. It is most important at this time to keep the plants 
clean from any old flowers and leaves which are prone to rot- 
ting amongst the foliage. Quite often spent blooms will cause 
an entire portion of the foliage to rot, thus causing a whole in 
an otherwise symmetrical plant. 

After a brief rest during winter, the plants should be repotted 
in fresh moss. Most of the old moss should be removed along 
with any dead roots. Dendrobium cuthbertsonii grows and 
looks best in shallow pans (3-6 cm deep). When repotting, trim 
the healthy roots to the same depth of the new pot, and pack the 
sphagnum fairly tightly between the roots, trying to keep them 
as open as possible. 

Spider mites are the primary insects that attack Dendrobium 


cuthbertsonii, and if left unattended, will quickly defoliate the 
plant. Spider mites occur in greenhouses where there is insuf- 
ficient air movement and warmer temperatures. The damage is 
seen on the upper surfaces of the leaves, changing the normally 
purple-green leaves to a grey-silvery colour. Treating the plant 
with a miticide will eliminate the insects but not the damage to 
the foliage. The new foliage, however, will eventually hide the 
damaged leaves. 

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii, it seems, has always had a repu- 
tation as a difficult plant to grow. The tremendous colour vari- 
eties, symmetrical balance, and long-lasting qualities are 
unmatched by any other orchid. With a little effort and atten- 
tion, I know of no other orchid that is more rewarding than a 
well-grown plant of Dendrobium cuthbertsonii. All plants 
grown by the author except where noted. a 


Tom Perlite 

Golden Gate Orchids 

2990 25th Avenue 

San Francisco, California 94132 
USA 


D. cuthbertsonii, tangerine coloured 4n clone (grown by Philip Altmann) 
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grown by Phil Spence, photo David Titmuss) _D. cuthbertsonii, dark pink form with superb shape 


D. cuthbertsonii, pink and white bicoloured form (grown by Darryl Smedley) 
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PPE MON 


by Brian Milligan and David P. Banks 


» estrepia is a popular genus of minia- 
« ture, single-leafed and single flow- 
4<. Yi. ered epiphytes from Central and 
South America that are easily recognised, 
even out of flower. The genus Restrepia is 
one of about 30 different genera that com- 
prise the huge sub-tribe Pleurothallidinae, 
which houses over 4000 different species. 
The most widely grown genera, apart from 
Restrepia, being Masdevallia, Dracula, 
Pleurothallis, Stelis and Octomeria. The 
genus Restrepia commemorates José E. 
Restrepo, a Colombian explorer of the 
Andes. The type species, Restrepia anten- 
nifera, was found by Alexander von 
Humboldt in the early 1800s in the 
Colombian Andes, where it grew on tree 
trunks at an elevation of 3000 m. It was 
described by Humboldt and 


Restrepia antennifera 
Banks) 


(plant & photo: D.P. 


10 


Are you looking for orchids that 
can withstand temperatures close 
to freezing, 
will grow from simple leaf cut- 
tings and reach flowering size in 
two or three years, 
and will flower repeatedly from 
each mature growth? 
Then restrepias are the orchids for 
you. 


Kunth in 1815. Ever since that time there 
has been much mis-identification and con- 
fusion of the genus as a whole, and identi- 
cal species are still frequently exhibited 
under different names. The latest treat- 
ment of the genus by Carlyle Luer (Icones 


ASE aristulifera (plant & photo: B. Milligan) 


Pleurothallidinarum XII, Systematics of 
Restrepia, 1996) recognises 48 different 
species and lists numerous synonyms by 
which these species are also known. 
Further studies may show that some of 
these synonyms may in fact be ‘good’ 
species. In the last five years, a handful of 
other new taxa have also been described. 
These are distinctive members of the 
Pleurothallidinae, with comparatively 
large flowers (up to 70mm tall), of com- 
pact plants (rarely taller than 125mm) that 
are fairly uniform in shape, in a range of 
bright and subtle colours. Their flowers 
range in colour from creamy yellow 
through orange, brown, pink, purple and 
red, many also with contrasting spots or 
stripes. The lateral sepals are invariably 
fused together to form a structure known 
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Restrepia brachypus (plant: Margaret Barrett, 
photo: D. Titmuss) 
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as a synsepal, which is the most prominent 
feature of a Restrepia flower. It is the 
length and colour pattern of the synsepal, 
plus the labellum shape, which are impor- 
tant diagnostic features for identification. 
Their petals and lateral sepals are narrow 
and filament-like, while the lip sits flat on 
the synsepal and is so well camouflaged 
that it is often overlooked. The flowers are 
borne singly on inflorescences that emerge 
from stem sheaths behind the leaves. Most 
Restrepia flowers are well displayed on 
long pedicels but those of Restrepia aris- 
tulifera and R. muscifera have very short 
pedicels and are concealed behind the 
leaves. Up to eight blooms may be pro- 
duced by each mature leaf over a period of 
several months to two years. Under 
favourable conditions of temperature and 
humidity, individual blooms may last for 
several weeks but it is uncommon for two 
(or three) flowers to be produced by the 
one leaf at the same time. 

The flowers are best described as curi- 
ous, rather than beautiful, their filament- 
like petals and dorsal sepal giving them the 
appearance of insects; some unfeeling 
cymbidium growers refer to them as cock- 
roach orchids! Most Restrepia species 
grow into nice specimen plants in as little 
as five years. 


Restrepia nittiorhyncha (plant: Dieter Weise, photo: D.P. Banks) 


They are tolerant of a wide temperature 
range, as long as they are kept moist, in a 
humid environment, with ample air circu- 
lation. In nature, restrepias range from 
Mexico to Argentina, always growing in 


mountainous country where the humidity 
is high and temperatures cool to temperate. 
Restrepia antennifera grows in Colombia 
and Venezuela at altitudes ranging from 
2100 to 3600 m, while R. elegans has been 


Restrepia chameleon (plant: Marni Turkel, 


photo: Ron Parsons) 


Restrepia chocoensis (plant & 
Parsons) 
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photo: Ron 


Restrepia citrina (plant: Howard Gunn, photo: 
D.P. Banks) 
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Restrepia cuprea (plant: Jean Deane, photo:D. -Restrepia falkenbergii (plant: Carl Withner, Restrepia guttulata ‘95C’ (plant & photo: D.P. 
Titmuss) photo: Ron Parsons) Banks) 


Restrepia guttulata ‘Pink’ (plant: Peter Taylor, Restrepia iris (plant Leathers, photo: D.P. Restrepia muscifera (plant & photo: D.P. Banks) 
photo: D.P. Banks) Banks) 
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found on mossy tree trunks near Tovar 
(Venezuela) at altitudes of 1500-1800 m. 
Under cultivation restrepias are able to 
withstand a large range of temperatures (0- 
40°C), provided that exposure to the 
extremes is not prolonged. 

They enjoy being copiously watered 
throughout the year. As for masdevallias 
and other pleurothallids, restrepias must 
never be allowed to become totally dry. A 
variety of potting mixes may be used, pro- 
vided that they drain well, yet retain some 
moisture. Sphagnum moss, alone or mixed 
with polystyrene foam, pine bark or per- 
lite, give good results. It’s advisable to 
repot every year or two, because the moss 
seems to deteriorate if left longer. In our 
experience, plants in larger pots seem to 
grow better in a well-drained mix, rather 
than in moss alone. Alternatively, larger 
specimens can be grown on cork or 
treefern slabs or plaques. Restrepias 
respond well to the occasional application 
of liquid fertilisers, provided that the con- 
centration is not so high as to kill the moss. 
They benefit from bright light, but will not 
take direct sun. When the lighting levels 
are correct, the leaves will often take on a 
slight purplish tone. 

One of us (BM) grows most of his 
restrepias in a temperature-controlled 
glasshouse in Melbourne. The main 
advantage is that the temperature in sum- 
mer can be limited to a maximum of 30°C 
by use of an evaporative cooler. The min- 
imum temperature of 11°C in this house is 
unnecessary for restrepias, as other local 
growers have equally good results when 
their plants are grown under shadehouse 
conditions, where temperatures occasion- 
ally fall near to freezing point in winter. 
Humidity control seems to be more 
important than temperature control, and 
the use of an automatic misting system, 
particularly in summer, is highly recom- 
mended. They require more protection 
from the extreme heat of summer, than the 
cold of winter. In Sydney, (DB) grows 
most of his restrepias in the shadehouse 
(under a double layer of 70% knitted 
shadecloth) with his vast Dendrochilum 
collection and moves the plants onto the 
low bench of his glasshouse in summer, 
where it is generally cooler than the out- 
side temperatures. 

Restrepias have no definite resting 
period but in cultivation they seem to grow 
fastest in autumn and spring, probably 
because the temperatures and humidity 
during these seasons are more favourable. 
They would probably grow at the same 
rate all year if a temperature range of 10- 
20°C, like that of their natural habitat, 
could be maintained throughout. The 
main flowering season winter and spring, 
although a few flowers are produced at 
other times. Again, they would probably 
flower continuously given stringent tem- 
perature control. 


Restrepia pandurata (plant: Bruce Lonnon, Aestrepia purpurea (plant: Walter Teague, 
photo: D.P. Banks) photo: D.P. Banks) 


Sti ie sanguinea (plant & photo: D.P. Restrepia seketii (plant & photo: Ron Parsons) 
Banks 
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Restrepias grow so rapidly that the 
plants may be divided every few years. 
Restrepia are one of the few genera of 
orchids that can be propagated by leaf-cut- 
tings. Simply remove a leaf with 25-50 
mm of stem attached and push the stem 
into some Sphagnum moss in a small pot 
until the blade of the leaf touches the sur- 
face of the moss. Within a few months a 
new growth should emerge from the 
sheath at the base of the leaf; in most cases 
the new plant will produce its first flowers 
within a year or two. Mature leaves which 
have flowered once or twice give best 
results; those that have flowered repeat- 
edly and exhausted all their growth buds 
may fail to produce new plants. This 
method has been unsuccessful with the 
rare and distinctive R. chocoensis, the lone 
member from Subgenus Pachymeles. Leaf 
cuttings taken in spring seem to shoot most 
rapidly. Occasionally, new plants (com- 
plete with roots) emerge from the stem 
sheaths of mature Restrepia plants, in par- 
ticular R. trichoglossa. These keikis grow 
very rapidly if carefully removed and pot- 
ted separately in moss. 

When preparing restrepias for a show, 
carefully cut off all the old flower stems, 
which otherwise detract from the appear- 
ance. Then insert the pot in a larger squat 
pot packed with damp moss - this helps to 
maintain a higher level of humidity around 
the plant and thereby reduce the risk of its 


Restrepia teaguei (plant & photo: D.P. Banks) 
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Restrepia trichoglossa (plant & photo: D.P. Banks) 


flowers collapsing during the show. 
Remember to hide a few pellets of snail 
killer in the moss, just in case a slug or 
snail is lurking there ready to destroy your 
masterpiece overnight; Restrepia flowers 
seem to be particularly attractive to these 
pests. 

Maybe cockroach orchid isn’t such a 
bad name for restrepias after all - certainly, 
both cockroaches and restrepias multiply 
and grow rapidly and are hard to kill! 
Under favourable conditions a small plant 
will develop from a leaf cutting into an 


attractive specimen plant carrying twenty 
or thirty flowers within four or five years. 
And a further advantage for space con- 
scious orchid growers is that these speci- 
men plants fit into 100 mm pots! i 


David P. Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


Brian Milligan 
35 Tannock Street, 
North Balwyn, Vic 3104 


Restrepia sanguinea plantlets, 12 months from leaf cutting. (plant and photo: B. Milligan) 
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The Ira Butler Trophy 
Committee and Orchid 
Conservation 


Orchid Conservation Congress, held 

in Perth in September, it is timely to 
draw attention to the importance of the 
conservation of our native orchids in the 
establishment and ongoing role of the Ira 
Butler Trophy Committee. 

The Ira Butler Trophy Committee was 
established with the aim of stimulating and 
encouraging the advancement of 
Australian native orchid hybrids and so to 
continue the work of the late Ira Butler. 

Ira Butler was a keen bush-walker and 
loved the Australian bush. He was pas- 
sionate about Australian native orchids 
and was appalled by the vandalism 
inflicted by people indiscriminately rip- 
ping orchids out of the bush. This was his 


I: this year of the First International 


Dendrobium Tie-Dye ‘Big Lip’ (grown by DUNO, photo David P. Banks) 


by Roslyn Capell 


overriding motive for his breeding pro- 
gram. He hoped that producing attractive, 
easily grown hybrids for orchid growers 
would help to stem the removal of orchid 
species from the wild. 

The Committee was established jointly 
by the Australasian Native Orchid Society 
and the Orchid Society of New South 
Wales following Ira Butler’s sudden and 
unexpected death in 1972. The first Ira 
Butler Trophies were awarded in 1981. 

In 1993 the Committee awarded the first 
Bill Murdoch Trophy for Champion 
Australian Native Orchid Species. This 
Trophy was introduced to recognise the 
efforts of the increasing number of 
hybridists working to produce horticultur- 
ally superior species plants, which tend 


also to be easier to cultivate than their 
wild-collected cousins. This line of hybri- 
dising satisfies most orchid growers who 
want to grow our charming species, but 
without threatening the remaining wild 
colonies. 

The eligibility criteria for both the Ira 
Butler and Bill Murdoch trophies have 
expanded over the years. Now nomina- 
tions for the Ira Butler Trophy may come 
from: 
a) The Native 


Champion Australian 


Orchid Hybrid of a Show; or 
b) The winner of its section or class where 
there is no Champion Australian Native 
Orchid Hybrid of the Show. 
Similarly, nominations for the Bill 
Murdoch Trophy may come from: 


Pterostylis baptistii ‘Greenpoint’ (grown and photographed by David P. 


An outstanding hybrid, showing the strong colours being developed within 


Banks) A vigorous and attractive clone, which won Champion Australian 
the latest Australian native hybrids. 


Species at the St Ives Orchid Fair, August 2001. 
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a)The Champion Australian Native 

Orchid Species of a Show; or 
b) The winner of its section or class where 

there is no Champion Australian Native 

Orchid Species of the Show. For both 

trophies, nominations may come from 

plants that have been awarded an FCC, 

AM, HCC or AD by any recognised 

judging authority. 

There is one.Gold Ira Butler Trophy and 
Silver Trophies for the ten runners up each 
year. All other nominees receive 
Certificates. In keeping with the original 
aims of the Committee, there is only one 
Bill Murdoch Trophy awarded each year, 
but the Committee may, at its discretion, 
award up to two Certificates of Special 
Recognition each year. Again, all other 
nominees receive Certificates. 

The closing date for nominations for 
this year is 12 November 2001 and all 
nominations must be received by the 
Committee by that date. 

Any enquiries about the Committee or 
nominations should be directed to the 
Honorary Secretary. 


Roslyn Capell 

Honorary Secretary IBTC 
P.O. Box 899 

Willoughby, NSW, 2068 
Fax: 9267 7883 

e-mail: capell@zed.com.au 


Sarcochilus Melba (grown by Judy Roberts, photo Rex Johnson) A primary 
hybrid between S. hartmannii and S. falcatus, originally registered by Ira Butler 
back in 1966. This remake was by Ken Russell of Dungog. 
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Growing Orchids 
in the Garden 


_by David P. Banks 


yard of Keith & Loma Oxley. The plant is over two metres across and on this blooming had over 100 
inflorescences, each carrying about 150 flowers. Photo by Loma Oxley. 


i hs ‘a, te. 


An un-named Dendrobium nobile hybrid growing on the base of a palm tree in strong light. Many 
of the older hybrids were discarded in favour of the fuller-shaped modern hybrids, but who would not 
be impressed with this display! Photo by Val Shipway. 
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(The following is an excerpt from my 
newly released book, Growing Orchids — 
published August 2001 by Kangaroo 
Press, an imprint of Simon & Schuster, 
RRP AUD$24.95, ISBN 0 7318 0845 2, 
available in most major bookshops.) 


Orchids certainly can make an impact in 
an established garden. To start with, only 
hardy and durable orchids should be 
selected for incorporation into the garden. 
There are few orchids that can be grown in 
the garden in cool climates, but the num- 
ber of species certainly increases as you 
move into warmer climates. 


Orchids on Trees 

There are many orchids that will grow 
well on trees in the garden. It is important 
to select the right type of tree, which has a 
rough texture to the bark, that doesn’t flake 
or exude gum. The obvious choice is to 
select trees that are fine orchid hosts in the 
wild, but this isn’t always possible or prac- 
tical. If you are not sure, try it! The orchid 
will soon let you know if it’s not happy. 

Some of the best garden trees for 
“orchidscaping” include Coral Trees 
(Erythrina sp.), Frangipani (Plumeria sp.), 
Jacaranda, Liquidambar, English Oak 
(Quercus robur), Camellia, Magnolia, 
Banksia, Melaleuca, Callistemon, 
Grevillea robusta, and citrus fruit trees 
(Citrus sp.). The main trunk and branches 
may be used. Larger plants may also be 
attached to the trucks of mature palm trees 
that have a fibrous texture. This is only a 
truncated list as there are hundreds of other 
suitable hosts. 

Select a site for the orchid; remember- 
ing that most types like to be kept out of 
direct summer sunlight. Deciduous trees 
are ideal, as they let in plenty of quality 
light in winter and provide shade during 
the heat of summer. Tie the orchids on 
firmly, old pantyhose are ideal for this, 
avoid plastic-coated wire, as this will cut 
into live trees. The plant may be given a 
pad of Sphagnum moss at the roots to pro- 
vide a bit of extra moisture whilst the plant 
is establishing. The orchid appreciates reg- 
ular watering, at least for the first six 
months. After that you will be surprised 
how hardy they are just relying on rainwa- 
ter. However the odd splash after a hot 
summers day would be appreciated! 

Ironically, you can have orchids that 
struggle in the general collection, yet 
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thrive when divisions are transferred to 
suitable hosts in the garden. A couple of 
examples, from experience, include 
Dendrobium monophyllum on a major 
frangipani branch and Dockrillia cucume- 
rina on the truck of a Hakea. Not only do 
they grow vigorously, but they also bloom 
heavily throughout the year. You will find 
that the blooms (particularly the pinks, 
reds and purples), on orchids grown out of 
doors, will have a greater intensity of 
colour, than those grown in the shade- 
house. 

There are many twig epiphytes that 
thrive on the outer stems of shrubs. Many 
epiphytic Sarcochilus species (and their 
relatives), that are often difficult to main- 
tain in the shadehouse, will surprisingly 
bolt away on a live host, with their roots 
travelling quite a distance away from the 
plant. Examples of this include 
Sarcochilus dilatatus, S. hillii, S. spathula- 
tus and the related Plectorrhiza tridentata 
and Papillilabium beckleri. 


Orchids on Rocks 
Sedimentary rocks such as sandstone 
and conglomerate, and rocks of volcanic 
origin (basalts and granites) are the best 
hosts for orchids in a rockery situation. 
Large boulders are preferable to a group- 
ing of small rocks. Limestone may also be 
used. I have yet to see an orchid truly 
s s , thrive when grown on concrete. The lime 
Cattleya X venosa This is a natural hybrid between C. harrisoniana and C. forbesii, happily grow- Sat 1s Just too Songs for the orchids 
ing on a mature frangipani tree at my parents home. Photo by D.P. Banks. roots. Some will try to justify this by point- 
ing out that many orchids are found in the 
wild growing on limestone. That is cer- 
tainly true, but limestone decays very 
slowly and any lime released would hardly 
be detected. Select sites that provide some 
shading during the heat of the day. 


Terrestrial Orchids 

A limited number of orchids are suited 
to growing in the ground. Slugs and snails 
are the biggest enemy to terrestrial orchids 
in the garden. They can literally destroy a 
season’s growth overnight, and for the 
deciduous types this could prove fatal. 
Hybrid cymbidiums may also be grown on 
elevated beds of bark and compost with a 
ring of larger rocks around them, to keep 
the mixture in. 


Suitable Orchids for the Garden 
Obviously there are hundreds of 
potential candidates for garden culture. 
Have a look at what local growers are 
incorporating in their gardens. There is 
also the recently published book, Orchids 
in Your Garden by Robert Friend, which is 
well worth having a look at, particularly 
for growers without formal orchid struc- 


tures. | 
i. Vr <~ { ey ss 
Bletilla striata This is a terrestrial species from China, which is very popular as a garden plant in Drea Bass 
well-drained soil. It will also cope with a wide temperature range. Grown by Howard & Joan Gunn, Seven Hills, NSW 
photo by D.P. Banks. Email: dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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The Vanilla Orchid — 
Vanilla planifolia 


his species is the most common one 

grown commercially for vanilla pro- 
duction. Vanilla planifolia is native to 
Central and South America and is very 
easy to grow if provided with warm condi- 
tions. It can be quite fast growing, averag- 
ing almost a centimetre in length per day 
once established. It is also unusual amongst 
orchids by growing as a vine. Here are 
some brief notes on culture and use. 

Media: Use equal parts bark chips, peat 
moss and perlite for small plants and cut- 
tings. Larger plants do fine with just bark 
or tree fern. “Sweetening” the mix with a 
little agricultural lime is also a good idea. 
In tropical climates the plants can be put in 
the ground, at the base of a tree for 
instance, if the immediate area is back 
filled with media and there is good 
drainage. 

Water: Keep media moist and spray 
entire plant when possible to wet aerial 
roots. It is difficult to over water these 
hearty vines. 

Sunlight: They enjoy the same light 
intensity as Cattleyas; 50-60% shade cloth 
or a natural area, which provides 2000 - 
3000 foot candles for most of the day. Full 
sun exposure between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. is not recommended. It can be grown 
indoors as a houseplant but will not flower 
in low light conditions. 

Temperature: Being lowland, tropical 
plants, Vanilla species require tropical to 
sub-tropical conditions. They enjoy high 
temperatures as long as the humidity is 
fairly high with good air movement. They 
dislike temperatures falling below 15°C 
(50°F). A heated glasshouse is required in 
cooler climates. 

Fertiliser: Use any balanced, time- 
release fertiliser year round with an occa- 
sional foliar application for good measure. 
Higher phosphorus each spring will help 
flowering and pod formation on mature 
plants. 

Transplanting: Established plants may 
be repotted into deep pots during the 
warmer months of the year. You should 
keep the same planting depth (don’t bury 
the stem) and additionally “train” some of 
the aerial roots down into the media. The 
vine itself can be pulled down into the 
media and later be cut from the parent por- 
tion to create separate plants. 

Cuttings: You can produce additional 
plants by taking cuttings approximately 
30cm in length (with at least 3 leaves). The 
cuttings can be rooted in water or the 
above mix. Caution; the sap from broken 


Text and photos by Art Buckman 


Flower of Vanilla planifolia 


‘s 


“Vanilla Beans” 


— anther 
rostellum 


insert pollen 


lip 
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or cut stems is a strong irritant. 

Special Requirements: Vines will need a 
tree, trellis, or other support to climb on. It 
is important to train the vines at sharp 
angles without breaking them. This and 
occasionally other type stresses (pruning 
in summer, wire tie constrictions, etc.) 
help promote flowering. An undisturbed 
forest grown plant will usually not flower 
till it has reached the top of its host tree and 
begins to hang down. The above technique 
should bring a cutting to first flower in less 
than three years. 

Flowering: Spikes appear at leaf joints 
in spring. A dozen or more yellow-green 
flowers are produced sequentially at each 
spike beginning in summer. Each one lasts 
less than eight hours and has a subtle 
unpleasant smell. 

Pollination: Hand pollination is 
required to produce the seedpod or capsule 
known as a “vanilla bean’’. It must be done 
each morning a flower is open and can be 
a little tricky. Method 1; tear off the lip (it 
falls apart easily) to expose the underside 
of the column, collect the pollen (with for- 
ceps, toothpick) from the hinged tip of the 
column (anther) or from another 
flower/plant, insert pollen beneath the 
“trap door” (rostellum) located under the 
tip of the anther (pin back with needle if 
necessary). Method 2; as above only 
remove the rostellum at its base with a 
good pair of forceps and push the hinged 
anther into the now unprotected cavity. 
Only pollinate a few flowers per spike the 
first year or on weak plants for best results. 
Six to eight is the upper limit. See pollina- 
tion diagram. 

Harvest: Collect beans in approxi- 
mately eight months as the bottoms begin 
to yellow. Sun dry/cure for about a month 
and store or use when beans are brown and 
pliable/leathery. 

Uses: There are many books and pam- 
phlets on the subject. People commonly 
store in rum or other spirits to extract the 
flavour for use in cooking. A single bean 
split and stored in a cup of sugar also gives 
good results. The taste will improve every 
time you go to the supermarket and see 
how much you’re-not paying! 

So if you ever obtain a plant of Vanilla 
planifolia, 1 hope you enjoy your orchid 
and all its fringe benefits. 8) 

Arthur Buckman 

Orchids Etc. Hawaii 
94-330 Akia Pl., 

Mililani, HI, 96789, USA 
Email: aborchids@aol.com 
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SYDNEY INTERNATIC 
ORCHID FAIR 


Featuring 24 of the Best and Highly Regarded 
New South Wales and Interstate Orchid Nurseries 
and Specialist Plant Growers 


Flowering Plants at Competitive Prices 
12th, 13th & 14th October 2001 
Open from 9am till 5pm. 
FREE ADMISSION & PARKING!! 


Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground. 
Cnr. Showground & Carrington Roads, Castle Hill, NSW 


Visit our website: www.orchidfair.com.au 


fF Aranbeem Orchids (Qld) Macquarie Native Orchids 
a Arizona Cacti Nursery Melanquin Bromeliad Gardens 
i Brighton Orchids (Qld) Mt. Cassell Native Plants (Vic) 
i Dark Star Orchids Oceania Orchids 
is David Keanelly Orchids (Vic) Orchid Pot Co 
Ly Dendi Orchids Orchidaceous Books (Qld) 
i Easy Orchids P & R Orchids 
fa Fong Ping Orchids (Qld) Rainbow Ridge Nursery 
F Hills District Orchids Robertson Orchids (Qid) 
Horticultural Solutions (QId) The Orchid Oasis 
H Johnston’s Orchids (SA) Tinonee Orchids 

| K & H Orchids (Qld) Wirra Willa Nepenthes 


Orchids & accessories sales, Orchid displays, Free expert advice, 
Book Sales, Food & light refreshments available all day, Grafted 
Australian Plants, Bromeliads, Cacti & Succulents, Carnivorous 

Plants, Vireyas, Rarities and more!! 


NAL 
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Laelia bancalarii, which was not described taxonomically until 1984, resembles Laelia autumnalis but flowers in spring, rather than in autumn. 


Laelia bancalaru, 
‘“New’’? Mexican Laelia 


his attractive Mexican Laelia was 

named only in 1984, although it had 
been discovered at least eleven years pre- 
viously and grown in private Mexican col- 
lections for some time. Gonzales, Tamayo 
and Hagsater eventually named it after its 
discoverer, Dr. Carlos Bancalari 
Rodriguez, who died in 1973. Laelia ban- 
calarii resembles L. autumnalis but is 
found only in a remote area of Mexico 
beyond the range of the latter species. It 
also differs from that species in that it 
flowers (in Mexico) in late February and 
March, whereas L. autumnalis flowers 
between October and December. 

In its natural habitat (mountain slopes 
facing the Pacific Ocean in Western 
Jalisco) L. bancalarii grows on oak trees at 
or above an altitude of 1000 m. Most 
pseudobulbs carry two leaves, which are 


slightly longer and narrower than those of 


L. autumnalis. Mature plants carry six or 
seven flowers, which usually have rose- 
pink petals and sepals 60-70 mm long and 
a lip with three distinctive yellow keels. 
My plant was purchased as a small 
seedling from the now defunct Dingley 
Fern and Orchid Market six years ago and 
has been grown (in Melbourne) under 
shadehouse conditions ever since. It flow- 
ered for the first time last September, when 
it carried only two flowers on an inflores- 
cence about 250 mm long. This season’s 


by Brian Milligan 


pseudobulb is no larger than the previous 
one, although its inflorescence is carrying 
an extra bud. Possibly L. bancalarii needs 
slightly warmer conditions than those 
under which the closely related L. anceps 
and L. gouldiana flourish in Melbourne. 
Next year I’ll transfer it to my heated 
glasshouse, in the hope that its new 
growths will eventually measure up to 
those recorded for mature plants of L. ban- 
calarii in Mexico. Only then will it 
deserve an honoured place beside its more 
stately and better-known cousins. Plant 


owned and photographed by the author. 
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Brian Milligan 
35 Tannock Street 
North Balwyn Vic 3104 


ITS STILL NOT TOO LATE TO BOOK FOR THE 
WORLD ORCHID CONFERENCE 
IN MALAYSIA 


APRIL 24” - MAY 2” ULE o | 4) 


But Um soe AA 


Contact: 
EASY ORCHIDS (Murray Shergold) 
3 Sussex Street, Woodburn 

NSW 2472, Australia 

Phone: 02 6682 2635 

Email: murray@easyorchids.com 


bol! 


Casino Travel Shoppe (Bob Struthers) 
101 Barker Street, Casino 

NSW 2470, Australia 

Phone: 02 6662 6255 

Email: casino.travel@bigpond.com 


EASY ORCHID TOURS BECOME LIFE TIME MEMORIES 
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Wire Pot Holders — 
my experiences 


Mi experiences at growing orchids 
seriously only started in January 


2000, after years of talking and reading 
about them. 

My favorite would have to be the 
Paphiopedilums, either as species of 
hybrids, to me the size and color of the 
flowers is magnificent. The color range 
seeming endless. 

Some of the native I like are the 
Dendrobium Hybrids and Species, these 
we used as fill ins, also to give me the 
experience of growing some other species 
although the Paphs. are my main interests! 

Last year (2000) I finally took the 
plunge and build myself a glass/shade 
house combination. The main structure 
was treated pine, all bolted together with 
galvanized bolts. It was a solid and 
ruggedly constructed orchid house, as we 
are on the side of a hill only a few hundred 
meters from the sea. 


by Ronald G. Boyd 


At time we encounter near gale force 
winds so the construction had to be good. 

At first I meshed all the internal walls 
with mesh from floor to roof as a security 
measure and with all this mesh available to 
hang pots from came the idea of making 
hangers came into being. 

I will try to explain how easy it was and 
what an impact they had on the extra 
amount of room that suddenly became 
available to grow more orchids. 

This is were I planned all my 
Dendrobium Species and crosses to be 
hung. 

For me the four inch (100-mm) squat 
pots and the 5-inch (130-mm) squat pots 
were used. I did hang a few in two-inch 
(S0-mm) tubes with great success but the 
larger ones were my main lot. 

All you need is a roll of 2-mm tie wire, 
plies or wire cutters, pair of multi-grips. 

I used two-millimetre tie wire (2-mm) 


for making the hanger for all these pots. 
This can usually be bought in small rolls at 
the local hardware shop for a couple of 
dollars each. One roll will usually give you 
a couple of dozen hangers so they can be 
made for only a few cents each. 

To start out I first bolted a 100-mm 
squat pot to a small flat piece of wood, 
using a good size washer. Make sure one 
edge of the pot is close to the edge of the 
timber. (See picture 1) 

This can be placed into a vice or nailed 
or bolted to a firm bench, enabling a small 
amount of force to be placed on it while 
twisting the wire into shape 

Next cut a piece of wire about 500-mm 
long to start with, later when finished mak- 
ing the first hanger it can be measured to 
give exactly the right measurement to 
make the rest of the hangers without wast- 
ing wire. 

Next wrap the wire around the pot as 


12 Eddystone Road, Bexley NSW 2207. Telephone: (02) 9150 7985 


Call in and inspect a large variety of orchids suitable for Shade and Glasshouse 


We carry stocks of: 


+ Campbell Fertiliser ++ Pine Bark 
+ Ready mixed Compost * Fresh 
Sphagnum Moss, in large and small quanti- 


ties ++ Water Breakers 


% Misting Nozzles — Extension Handles 


NOW AVAILABLE!! 
Frank Slattery’s Story 


“The Blooming Years” 
Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


e Open 7 days ¢ Sorry no lists « All sales direct from Nursery 


AOR 007 
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KEITHS NURSERY 


Importers of Fine Stock 
Oonoonba Road 
Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 
Phone: (07) 4778 1329 or (07) 4778 2472 
A.H. (07) 4788 6460 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 
Email: keithsnursery @ ultra.net.au 
Web Page: http://www.ultra.net.au/~keithsnursery/ 


FOR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 


WE HAVE EVER CHANGING NEW LISTINGS OF PLANTS 
FROM SEEDLING TO FLOWERING SIZE. 


Send SAE or Email now for our latest Catalogue. 
MICHAEL, LARRY, MICK and THELMA KEITH 


LG 


6 6 
Paphiopedilums 
Species and Primary Hybrids 
SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 


Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 


Delivery Skyroad door to door. 
Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 


PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 


website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


L.MAYER 


the House 


AOR 038 


) 
Phalaenopsis 


Bringing 56 Wood Street, 
youths. Lane Cove, NSW 2066 
best Phals ANE WOVE; 
from: Ph: (02) 9427 3659 after 5pm 
USA 
TAIWAN Cattleya Alliance and 
GERMANY Stanhopeas 
(the Barney Greer collection) 
also 


Flasks now available 
Full price list available on request. 


AOR 046 
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close to the lip as possible, crossing over 
the wire at the front. Holding each end 
firmly, give the wire a half twist so as to 
lock each wire in (picture 1). 

Then take the wire circle off the pot and 
hold it in your hand, the whole lot should 
lay flat at this time, if not bend it a little 
further until it lays flat. Then take the 
multigrips in the other hand and about 50- 
mm out from the twist, bend the wire down 
sharply at 90 degrees, do the same to the 
other side also. Then take a measurement 
about 5-mm back from were you just bent 
the wire (you should be on the top hori- 
zontal wire). 

At this spot using the multigrips, bend 
the wire 90 degrees back towards the cen- 
ter, do the same on the other side also (pic- 
ture 2). 

Now you should have a piece of wire 
with a circle in it, with two tails perhaps 
100-mm + long bent at right angles. This 
is slipped over the mesh with the tails com- 
ing forward over the cross-mesh below 
were the top was put over a cross-mesh. 
This if all is made well will lock it self into 
place, mark were you need to cut off the 
tails, allowing a few millimeters extra for 
support. Cut off these tails and then place 
the bracket back into place, straighten up if 
necessary and place pot into for trail run, if 
all looks and feels OK place potted plant 
into position and you are in business (pic- 
ture 3). 

Keep the discarded tails, measure how 
long each were, then take this amount off 
the original 500-mm measurement and the 
repeat the whole operation over until you 
have enough brackets to satisfy you needs. 

In the photographs you can see how 
effective these hanger’s can be, you can 
double the amount of space were you now 
can grow Orchids and some species grow 
a lot better for being ‘hung’ (picture 4). 

Good growing. 


Picture 1 


Ronald G Boyd Picture 2 


Picture 3 Picture 4 
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The World 
of Orchids 


A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO CULTIVATING 
ORCHIDS IN SOILLESS CULTURE 
by Jack Ross am 


In The World of Orchids, the author presents the results of his many years of oe 
research into orchid cultivation using soilless culture techniques. He provides research-based 
advice on organic and inorganic growing media, fertilizing and watering, plant nutrition and 
nutrient feed systems, pH measurement, stress factors, tissue analysis, and mineral deficiency 
and toxicity. He also describes the unique root system of the orchid plant, propagating and raising seedlings, as well as 
repotting and potting-on. 


ISBN 0-9586735-6-X 
160 pages, softcover 


Colour throughout, this book is illustrated with over 150 pictures, and 58 tables, graphs and illustrations. It 
also contains a comprehensive index. This book is for the small orchid enthusiast as well as for 
commercial growers producing high-quality orchid plants and flowers. 


Graus Decor 


$65.00 


(includes GST, post and packaging) 


Casper Publications Pty Ltd 
PO Box 225 

Narrabeen, NSW 2101 
Ph: (02) 9905-9933 

Fax: (02) 9905 9030 


www.hydroponics.com.au 
casper@hydroponics.com.au 


PO Box 583 

Bulimba 4171 

: Nursery situated at 
fl td. 29 wating dreel (East) 
7@ 41). Gi Drayton, Toowoomba 
LC opekacvm Phone 04 1219 2362 
Me ACN010 469306 Fax 07 4630 1102 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au 


View our web site at 
www. florafest.com.au 


New easel 
Paphiopedilum ‘Classic Collection 3' 

Our Third release of Divisions of Awarded, Award Standard & 
Untlowered Seedlings of 'High Potential’ Species. Primaries & Complex Paphs, 
Visit our weekly Internet Orchid Auction of Quality Aussie Dens, & Sarcog 

all at our Web Site www-florafest.com.au 
Join us in Toowoomba on the first Saturday MORNING of each Month 
for our ‘OPEN HOUSE' or we will open by appointment. 


Ace. Aste of ing cola 


BEENAK 


Q 
U 


0 


Cool growing 
orchids: Cyms., Odonts. 
Masdevallias, Zygos., 
natives etc. 


Send stamp for Mail 
Order catalogue today 


19 Hackett Cr. Rd. 
Three Bridges 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 


email:mtbeenak @ valylink.net.au 


Nursery accredited for interstate 
quarantine requirements. 


MOUNT 


My 


goo Ore, ' 
ey Planning 3 


to travel this 
summer? 


Visit us at Tinonee 
in the centre of the peaceful 
Manning Valley, just 
3-1/2 hours easy drive from Sydney. 
Open every day except 
Sundays & Christmas Day. 


Sinonee Orchids 


768 Tinonee Road, 
Tinonee NSW 2430 
Phone/Fax (02) 6553 1012 
Email: clement@tpg.com.au 


*See you at the Sydney International 
Orchid Fair, Castle Hill on Oct 12-14 


AOR 173 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Edited by David P. Banks 


Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 


Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 
$30 Australia 
$35 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 
$40 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 


e-mail: dpbanks @ ozemail.com.au 
WWW.anos.org.au 
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o, I haven’t taken to reporting mur- 
der mysteries! In the middle of the 
last century Wardian cases were as com- 
mon in fashionable drawing rooms as 
television sets are in living rooms today. 
Wardian cases are glass cabinets with 
hinged glass doors in which various 
plants, including orchids, may be grown. 
The Wardian case was an invention of 
a London surgeon, Nathaniel Ward, who 
discovered the principle by accident. In 
1829 he placed a hawkmoth chrysalis on 
some damp leaf mould in a bottle, sealed 
it and set the bottle aside for the hawk- 
moth to emerge. In fact it never did, but 
two plants - a fern and a grass - germi- 
nated, and over a period of years contin- 
ued to grow and flourish without water- 
ing. Twenty years later the same bottle, 
complete with the fern and grass, were 
displayed in London at the Great 
Exhibition of 1851. 
Ward experimented further and over 


The Wardian Case 


by Brian Milligan 


the next three years raised no less than 30 
species of fern in sealed bottles placed 
on his windowsill. At that time it was 
almost impossible to grow ferns outside 
because of London’s smoky atmos- 
phere! The next step was to construct 
glass cabinets with hinged doors, named 
Wardian cases, which provided much 
greater access to the plants than bottles 
did. 

Soon their usefulness for transporting 
living plants over long distances was 
realised. The London nurseryman, 
Conrad Loddiges, used a Wardian case 
to ship plants to Australia in 1834 and 
subsequently Kew Gardens used them to 
ship tea plants to India and rubber trees 
to Malaya. 

At first sight, it’s surprising that all 
orchids weren’t imported into Britain 
using Wardian cases last century. 
However, the two main means of trans- 
port, mule back and sailing ship, were 


ROBERTSON ORCHIDS 


262-290 Blackall Range Road, West Woombye, Qld. 4559 


Phone 07 5442 1913 Fax 07 5442 2406 


CA397 
Tubes $8.00 ea. 


CA394 


e-mail: robertsonorchid @ ozemail.com.au 


NEW SPRING LISTING OUT NOW 


deep oranges. Full Shape. Tubes $8.00 ea. 


P1355M 


not particularly conducive to the sur- 
vival of such fragile cabinets. Also, to be 
effective, Wardian cases had to be placed 
in sheltered, well-lit positions - difficult 
places to find on nineteenth-century sail- 
ing ships. No doubt some of the rarer 
orchids were shipped in this way but 
most had to take their chances in sealed 
wooden boxes in the hold. 

Back in the British drawing room, 
Wardian cases didn’t take on until the tax 
on glass was repealed in 1845, when 
their cost fell dramatically. They were 
all the rage for growing ferns, in partic- 
ular, and the hobby was even given a 
name - Pteridomania. But by the mid- 
1860s a new craze arrived - aquariums! 
And Wardian cases soon became relics 
of the past. | 


Brian Milligan 
35 Tannock Street 
North Balwyn Vic 3104 


at 


Lc. Jungle Elf 4n x Blc. Waianae Leopard. Novelty spots and more spots. 
Sic. Precious Jewel ‘Red’ x Sc. Chester ‘Arai’ Very mini growing reds and 


Dtps. Purple Gem ‘Sparkle’. New release mericlone. Very dark grape 


purple mini flowers on upright branching sprays. Cool tolerant $12.50 ea. 


P1333 
Tubes $8.00 ea. 


PA1065 


Dtps. Brother Julius x Brother Precious Stones. Red potential. 


Paph. Black Velvet ‘Select’ x Ruby Leopard ‘Raspberry’. State of the art 


breeding for large vini and flame Maudiae types. Tubes $13.50 ea. 


JR182 
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Paph. Ma Belle. (malipoense x bellatulum). One the best parvi primaries, 
with green flowers overlaid with chocolate spots. Tubes $20.00 ea. 


Orchid Books 


Exotic Orchids in Australia 

David Jones 1998. Describes 230 
species of orchids, both common and 
rare, illustrated in colour, with infor- 
mation about their origin, cultivation 
requirements and variation. A delight- 
ful book. Soft cover, 168 p., 188 x 
259 mm, A$21.95 


Icones Pleurothallidinarum XIX. 
Systematics of Masdevallia, part one 
Carlyle Luer 2000. Dealing with the 
subgenus (Polyantha) of two sections 
(Alaticaules and Polyanthae), which 
altogether contain 104 species, about 
one-fourth the total in the genus. 

Each species is represented by text, 
descriptions, a distribution map and 

at least one full-page illustration. Soft 
cover, b/w illustrations, 264p., A$95.00 


Orchid growing in the tropics 
Orchid Society of Southeast Asia. 
Part 1 explains identification and 
growing of individual species. Part 2 
discusses the different orchid families 
grown under special conditions. Part 
3 deals with hybridization and breed- 
ing. Hard cover, full colour, 208 p., 
152 x 227 mm, A$27.45 


Orchids of Panama 

L.O. Williams and PH. Allen 1980. A 
facsimile of the Orchidaceae, Flora of 
Panama, which originally appeared in 
four separate issues of the Annals of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden from 1946 

to 1949. Contains an updated checklist, 
about 800 species, by R. L. Dressler. 
illustrated. Soft cover 484p., A$25.00 


Phalaenopsis: a monograph 

Eric A. Christenson 2000. The first 
monograph on the genus since 
Herman Sweet's revision in 1969. 
With cultural notes and information 
on hybridisation. Hard cover, colour 
photographs, 330p., A$99.95 


P.O. Box 345 
Lindfield NSW 2070 


fax 02 94158098 
on-line catalogue at 
http://www.booksofnature.com 
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NEW ON THE BOOKSHELF 


Dendrobium and its Relatives 
by Bill Lavarack, Wayne Harris & Geoff 
Stocker 


288 pp. 286mm x 220mm Hardcover. 
Published by Kangaroo Press (an imprint 
of Simon & Schuster Australia) 

ISBN 0 86417 974 X, AUD $69.95 


his long-awaited book on the subtribe 

Dendrobiinae has come together 
through the collaboration of three of 
Queenslands most respected and know- 
ledgeable orchid growers and botanists; 
Peter “Bill” Lavarack, Geoff Stocker and 
Wayne Harris. Bill has worked for the 
Queensland National Parks and Wildlife 
Service for over 30 years and is a frequent 
contributor to the AOR, having written 
many papers on species orchids and den- 
drobiums in particular. Geoff has done 
extensive fieldwork in northern Australia 
and Papua New Guinea, and has been 
involved in propagating and circulating 
many rare New Guinean orchids. Wayne is 
well known in Australian native orchid 
circles, and is a senior botanist at the 
Queensland Herbarium. Phillip Cribb, 
from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
wrote the Foreword. 

This work is not just restricted to the 
genus Dendrobium, as it includes many 
closely related genera, plus a number of 
splinter genera that, until recently, were 
considered part of Dendrobium. Other 
genera included are Cadetia, 
Cannaeorchis, Diplocaulobium, 
Dockrillia, | Epigeneium, _ Eriopexis, 
Flickingeria, Grastidium, Inobulbum, 
Pseuderia, Tetrodon and Winika. 

The book is divided into two parts. The 
first part is further dissected into eight very 
informative and useful chapters. Being; 

Introduction. Giving a snapshot of the 
Dendrobiinae and how to use the book. 

Classification and Nomenclature. 
Here the authors discuss the species and 
generic concepts, explain how and why 
names change and the Classification of 
the Dendrobiinae. The nomenclature is, 
for the greater part, up-to-date at the time 
of going to press. Many of the ‘new 
names’, both at generic and specific level 
have been embraced, however the 
authors have clear and strong views 
regarding the species complexes sur- 
rounding the Australian species 
Dendrobium bigibbum, D. speciosum 
and D. tetragonum. 

Distribution and Origins. Including the- 
ories on the origin of the Dendrobiinae. 

Traditional Uses. They are not just to 
entertain orchid growers! 

Conservation. An important chapter as 
many species have restricted distributions 
and are under pressure in the wild. 


Biology and Ecology. Discusses plant 
habit, reproduction, physiology and key 
biological characteristics. 

Cultivation. This is the chapter that will 
be of most interest to orchid growers. 
Remember the authors have collectively 
grown the vast majority of species 
depicted in this book. There are also spe- 
cific cultural notes at the end of the 
descriptions of the various taxa, which is 
the major part of this volume. However, 
these cultural notes become a bit repeti- 
tious if you are reading the book from 
cover to cover. 

Artificial Hybrids. This chapter talks 
about man-made (and natural) hybrids, the 
history of hybridisation, compatibility 
among different sections and related gen- 
era and future trends. Much of this infor- 
mation has been analysed from the 
Sander’s List of Orchid Hybrids, and 
relates only to registered hybrids. There 
are a few other combinations that I have 
seen that are not included on the table on 
page 101. Some of these include (using the 
nomenclature from this book) Section 
Lichenastrum x Dockrillia (D. lichenas- 
trum x Dockrillia linguiformis), Section 
Calyptrochilus x Section Dendrocoryne 
(D. mohlianum x D. kingianum and D. 
mohlianum x D. tetragonum) and Section 
Calyptrochilus x Dockrillia  (D. 
mohlianum x Dockrillia fuliginosa). It’s a 
shame that the names were not included 
for the hybrids that were illustrated on 
pages 97, 98 & 99. 

Part Two discusses the Dendrobiinae in 
detail. The 48 genera/sections are arranged 
in alphabetical order, with discussions on 
the group before detailed information 
about the depicted taxa. I like the idea of 
grouping related species together (rather 
than having the species in strict alphabeti- 
cal order), as you gain further understand- 
ing and appreciation of the associated 
species, and you get to learn the sectional 
names as well. To search out a species, it is 
best to use the comprehensive index at the 
back of the book. There is also a glossary 
and a list of references. 

After being placed in sections or genera, 
the species are then treated in alphabetical 
order, with the authors name, distribution, 
brief description, flowering season, and 
specific cultural tips. Synonyms are used 
spasmodically and some ‘well known’ 
synonyms have been omitted. Ironically, 
there are three previous names listed (two 
of which I had never heard of!) for the 
spectacular epiphyte now known as 
Epigeneium treacherianum, but there is no 
mention of Epigeneium  lyonii or 
Dendrobium lyonii. 

A single colour photograph accompa- 
nies each species, and these are generally 
of a very high quality. The colour repro- 
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DENDROBIUM 


lel Ss Re Avi Von Ss 


RIS GEOFF STOCSER 


ductions are lifelike and first class. A few 
shots (such as Dendrobium guangxiense, 
Dendrobium __jonesii, Dendrobium 
pseudocalceolum, Grastidium peekelii 
and Grastidium salaccense) appear to 
show plants in situ, and identification 
would be difficult from these photos, but 
they are better than having no examples at 
all. 

In a monumental work such as this, a 
few errors are bound to creep in. Firstly 
the text is sound, very informative and 
easy to read and comprehend. The prob- 
lem here is that a very small number of the 
photographs have been duplicated, 
misidentified, misinterpreted or have just 
snuck in somehow! I’m sure the authors 
have spotted most of these after the ink 
had dried. Remember, there is just over 
400 colour photographs, and perhaps 
these little faux pas were put in to test the 
critics! It should be emphasised that this 
does not detract from the credibility of the 
book, and I believe an erratum sheet is (or 
will be) included with the text for new 
customers. In hindsight, it’s a shame 
another set of knowledgeable eyes was 
not cast over the final proofs. 

This is by far the best book yet 
published on the Dendrobium family. It is 
required reading for those interested in 
the Dendrobium family, species orchids 
enthusiasts, orchid judges, taxonomists 
and those who enjoy fine botanical 
works. This volume is a credit to the 
authors, being written by three fine 
Australians. | 


David P. Banks 

Editor, 

Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 


The Orchids of the Philippines 

by Jim Cootes (featuring photographs by 
David P. Banks & David Titmuss) 
Published by Times Editions, Times 
Publishing Group, 

Times Centre, New Industrial Road, 
Singapore 536196. 

190 X 255mm., hard cover, 232 pages. 
341 full colour plates. ISBN 981 232 100 4 
Retail Price (excluding GST) S$55.00. 
This book is now available from 
Orchidaceous Books and Books of 
Nature for approx. AUD$79.95. 


hen I first opened the packet from 

Singapore containing this book, and 
thumbed through it, I knew immediately 
this was a book I had to have. Everything 
about it quickly came to life. It is visually 
exciting and very easy to read as the facts, 
of this very informative work, jump out at 
one. The colour photographs are excellent, 
but this is what we have come to expect 
from David Banks and David Titmuss, the 
major photographers. 

Now let us have a serous look at the 
book. The Author is well known to readers 
of The Australian Orchid Review, Orchids 
Australia and The Orchadian, through his 
many articles on Philippine and Asiatic 
orchids. 

Graeme Banks, Past President of the 
Australian Orchid Council, wrote the 
Preface, in which he states “This book has 
an excellent blend of information for both 
the serious orchid grower and the orchid 
enthusiast.” 

The acknowledgements give an insight 
into the very high standard of the research 
assistance given to the author by so many 
of the world’s top orchidologists as well as 
those with local knowledge of the 
Philippines. 

After a general introduction to the 
orchids of the Philippines; we move on to 
Geography, followed by Climate and the 
Floral Zones, so that by now one has a 
good basic knowledge of the country and 
the great variety of habitats, where these 
orchids grow. 

The genera and species are listed in 
alphabetical order for ease of location. 
There are 304 different species plus 31 
varieties and forms, in 65 different genera, 
described, with an excellent photograph of 
the flower or flowers of each. Many of the 
species are illustrated for the first time. The 
layout is very pleasing to the eye and the 
information is easy to quickly access by the 
emphasis in bold print of the fundamental 
words. The format is constant throughout; 
firstly the genus is introduced, followed by 
the species, its establishment and etymol- 
ogy, then a detailed description of growth 
habit, rhizome, pseudobulb, leaves, inflo- 
rescence and flowers, including flower 
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colour. Habitat and Distribution are given 
with detailed habitat information in the 
Philippines including elevation, light and 
environmental conditions. Finally notes on 
any salient features or important factors 
regarding the particular species There are 
55 species plus 2 varieties and forms for the 
genus Dendrobium, 34 Bulbophyllum 
species and 33 Dendrochilum species to 
name a few of the very popular genera. 

The next chapter is on Cultivation and 
covers the three distinct elevations, 
Lowland species, Mid-elevation species 
and Highland species, giving the mini- 
mum winter temperatures. The following 
factors are enlarged upon; Pot or Mount? 
The advantages between terracotta and 
plastic pots. Potting mixes and different 
kinds of mounts, How to attach to a mount. 
Light or Shade?; Humidity and Air 
Movement, Water, Fertiliser, Temperature. 
Many intelligent growing factors are 
given. Then we have a Glossary to assist 
with some of the more difficult words 
used. The three pages of References given 
will assist for further study. 

A very important Appendix covers the 
descriptions of the many sections in the 
genera Bulbophyllum and Dendrobium in 
the Philippines. Each section is described 
together with the type species for the sec- 
tion and a list of the Philippine species in 
each section. This is followed by a list of 
the other genera in the Subtribe 
Dendrobiinae in the Philippines. 

To complete this excellent book we 
have a 15 page Checklist of Philippine 
Orchid species, and of course a clear and 
precise index. 

This book is an important reference 
work and brings to life some of the most 
extraordinary species of orchids. Every 
serious grower or lover of this fascinating 
family of plants will spend hours of plea- 
sure as they travel through its pages. Mf 

Walter T. Upton 
Kariong, NSW 
Email: walupton @ozemail.com.au 


OrcHipaccous Boous 


Specialist supplier of ORCHID BOOKS 
The Orchids of the Philippines 


Jim Cootes 
232 p; 338 colour photos and descriptions 
Covers over 300 species — $77.50 + post 


The World of Orchids 
A practical guide to cultivating 
orchids in soilless culture 


Jack Ross r 
160 p; full of tables and colour photos 
for those interested in hydrophonic 
growing of orchids — $55.00 + post 


Catalogue available on request. 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: gmuller@mary.big.net.au 
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THIS & THAT 


Attention AOR 
readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is a regular feature of 
the Australian Orchid Review and 
readers and Orchid Societies are invited 


to contribute any small news items of 
interest to Orchid lovers. 

The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the 


Editor. “This and That”, Australian 
Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, 
Lewisham, NSW 2049. 


Bribie Island Spring 
Show 


The Bribie Island Orchid Society inc. 
will be holding its annual spring show at 
the Bribie Island Indoor Bowls club on the 
13th and 14th of October. 

This is an open show and is usually a 
very spectacular event with a wide range 
of genera being exhibited. 

The Bribie Island Orchid Society is now 
14 years old and is a day society with 
meetings being held on the 4th Tuesday of 
each month at 1.30pm at the Ningi Public 
Hall on Bribie Island Road. 


The society currently as about 130 
members and also has a very strong new 
growers group who meet on the 4th 
Saturday of each month at 1.30pm. 

Anyone visiting the area would be very 
welcome to attend any of our meetings. 
For further details contact Mal Wheeler, 
phone (07) 5497 5027. 

Oo 


12th Annual Berry 
Gardens Festival 2001 


The Festival will be held from Friday 
October 19 to Monday October 22. 
Thousands of garden lovers from all 
around the State, Victoria and the ACT 
visit the Festival annually and is one of the 
highlights of the gardening calendar year. 
Profits from it are distributed to various 
charities in the Shoalhaven area, and these 
are determined by the Festival Committee 
and the participating garden owners. 

This year’s Festival features seven 
gardens open for the first time, plus a 
favourite from previous Festivals. They 
range from the recently restored Berry 
Court House with its newly planted 
garden, to compact town gardens, and 
those on large rural settings which enjoy 
panoramic vistas of distant pasture lands 


and escarpment. Many of them include 
water features, rock walls, terracing and 
interesting garden ornaments plus a huge 
variety of trees and shrubs which thrive in 
the fertile Berry soil. 

This year we have included an exhibi- 
tion of art works in two gardens, an orchid 
show, and a planned evening of music and 
other surprises to entertain our visitors 
over the Festival weekend. 

For more information please phone 
the Shoalhaven Tourist Centre on 
(02) 4421 0788 or visit our website on 
www.berrygardens.org.au 

Bob Williamson, 
Public Relations Festival Committee 
Oo 


Orchid Festival 


The Yarra Valley Orchid Society Inc 
presents the 17th Annual Orchid Festival 
to be held at the Seville Hall, Warburton 
Highway Seville (Melways Ref 119 J11) 
on Saturday, 20th October, 9am-5pm and 
Sunday, 21st October, 10am-4pm. 

There will be plant sales and potting 
demonstrations. 

Devonshire teas and light lunches will 
be available. 

Admission is $2,00 for adults, children 
free. | 


Dark Star Orcinids 


Hans Schaible 


AOR 035 
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FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 


SHADE CLOTH 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 


1830mm 60mm 
Q D 30% (v/light) GREEN $5.25 ary $10.50 Pr st90. 
% (vilig f 
TOP ANTEE Ss 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 
GUA OR ER 70% (medium) GREEN, BLACK $4.95 $235 $9.95 $470 
SMALL BLEM 80% (heavy) GREEN, BLACK $6.00 $275 $12.00 $550 
NO RO per 30m roll per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $41 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6’) wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera ae eee aetKen Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 
L CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Country Orders Welcome. 


Australian 


hid. 
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WELCOMES 
EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


Please ensure that all 
slides and photographs 
are clearly marked with 
the author’s name and 

address 


Address editorial to: 
The Editor, D. P. Banks, 
Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham 
NSW 2049 AUSTRALIA 


Email: 
dpbanks @ ozemail.com.au 
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Treat yourself or give a relative or friend a wonderful, long-lasting gift of books. All you have to 
do is indicate the book(s) required on the order form provided with the name and address of the 


person you would like the book(s) sent to. 


As an added bonus, the “Australian Orchid Review” will include, at no extra cost, a special 


Christmas card bearing your good wishes. 


You couldn’t find a better Christmas gift than a book from AOR’s Mail Order Bookshop - 


but hurry, this offer ends November 23, 2001! 


GROWING ORCHIDS 
David P. Banks 


Orchids have fascinated people for years. 
Breathtakingly beautiful, exotic, surrounded by 
mystery and thought to be difficult to grow by 
home gardeners. David P. Banks takes the guess- 
work out of growing orchids by providing practical 
advice based on over thirty years of experience. 


hn de 


Growing Orchids is an up-to-date, comprehensive 
and informative guide to cultivating these intrigu- 
ing plants. Included is information on housing 
orchids, temperature and watering requirements, 
suitable potting materials, seedling care and an extensive section on orchid 
propagation. 


Orchids 


David P. Banks 


Discover the world of orchids with the extensive list of 100 different orchid gen- 
era and descriptions of over 400 species. Over 100 stunning colour photo- 
graphs, including many rare and recently discovered species, showcase the 
tremendous variation found throughout the orchid kingdom. 


David P. Banks has an extensive collection of species and hybrid orchids, 
and operates the nursery Hills District Orchids. He is a popular lecturer on 
various aspects of orchids and their cultivation, at meetings and conferences 
in Australia and abroad. His articles and award-winning photographs have 
been published to international acclaim in a variety of orchid journals and 
books. David P. Banks is the editor of the Australian Orchid Review. 


COURDISCOUNT PRICE $,20.45, 


‘was $24.95 | RRP (Incl. GST) PUSS AN HAOLNG 


122 pages, colour and 
B&W. 


WHAT ORCHID IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately culti- 
vated flowers world-wide, and for centuries it has 
been a symbol for the exotic and mysterious in the 
human imagination. As the brilliant photographs 
in this book show, the shapes, hues and textures 
of many of these extraordinary flowers continue | JF™ 
to produce a shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the gar- 
dener with a casual interest in orchids, to the 
confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide spectrum 
of orchid genera and more than 1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 

The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habi- 
tat, distribution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow 
orchids and control pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and syn- 


onyms, geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from 
collections around the world, showing the bestknown species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or just looking, this is the ultimate guide 


es INCU 3.25, 


304 pages, colour. 
“was $54.95 RF RRP (Incl, GST) "Usrasvce ma uns 


INTRODUCING CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammait 


| Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the Cattleya 
Alliance, their most beautiful blooms and extensive 
range of colour combinations, has prompted Noni 
to share the results of her own trials in successfully 
growing and flowering all types of this most beau- 
tiful genus under shadehouse conditions in the city 
of Perth in Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, as well as 
the experienced growers of other orchid genera, may be encouraged to 
introduce the Cattleya Alliance into their collections. 


Soa is OURDISCOUNTPRIE $x... 


_was $7415 RRP (Ind. GST) RRP (Inc. GST) PuSfosuc Mo Mmons 


GROWING PHALAENOPSIS AT 
HOME 


James Neal 


Jim Neal is always called upon to give his opinion | 
when a Phalaenopsis is shown at an Orchid |} | 
Society of NSW Ltd show or nominated for an |} | 
award. This is because Jim has made a study of the | | 
genus Phalaenopsis in the Sydney area since being || 
bitten by the Phalaenopsis bug at the 6th World | 

Orchid Conference in Sydney in 1969. | 


This book is essential reading and reference for any ! 
person who grows, or is intending to grow, Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, explains and elaborates on light 
conditions, watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named and the implications of 
growing seedlings, illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the layman 
to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully the topics under discussion and 
the orchid names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make 


toot OURDACOINTPRIE S, 11.29., 


56 pages, colour and B&W. “was 13275 RRP (Id GST) rss no nas 


ORCHIDS FOR BEGINNERS 
A Guide to Selection and 
Cultivation — 
Allison and Mark Webb 


_ “Orchids for Beginners” is for those just starting out in 
, orchids. It provides information about choosing 
44 orchids best suited to your conditions and how to 
grow them. There is advice on what to look for when 
choosing plants to avoid some common traps and the expense of losing 
plants unsuited to your conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for 
beginners are covered _ potting media, mounting plants, repotting and 
deflasking as well as choosing locations and building bushhouses. There are 
suggestions for growing in country areas as well as indoors. The plant 
descriptions offer suggestions of plants to choose from as well as introduc- 

ing some of the very varied forms of orchids. 
48 pages, colour and B&W. | OURDISCOUNT PRICE eo 10 45 
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DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 


A Unique Australian Orchid 
Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the 
appreciation of an orchid species and breaks 
new ground in species monographs. Many of 
the orchid books available today take a dry for- 
mula approach to their topic and frequently pres- 
ent in another form information that is already 
available. This monograph provides an easily- 
read, comprehensive treatment of the species 
encompassing the interests of research scientists, 
horticulturalists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 
A Unique Australian Orchid 


Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisation, and culture. Has 
sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop specialist and 
competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 significant plants. 


This wellproduced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts of d. 
kingianum and will be a valuable addition to the orchidist’s library. For 
many hobbyists, the highlight of the book will be the ability to identify the 
many wonderful forms of d. kingianum in their collection. For others it will 
determine the direction of further acquisitions. This book is not only a cele- 
bration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the fascination that has led 
these authors to spend many thousands of obviously rewarding hours 
researching this delightful monograph. 
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was $93:50 RRP (Inc. GST) srsieenownans 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - Cultivation 


and Hybridisation 
A.F.W. Alcorn 


a lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they pro- 
i duce flowers that range from the beautiful to the 
bizarre. No book previously has provided 
detailed cultural requirements of the Lycaste, and 
this book should fill that gap, and encourage new 
growers to take up the cultivation of this beautiful 
genus. A section on hybridising contains valuable 
information on inheritance and genetics that will 
benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as helpful hints 
on how to avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. 


Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this 
book with Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background 
in genetics, research and botany, and a passion for plants, especially 


Payee colour and B&W. OURDISCOUNTPRICE S.22 00 
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am | ‘ 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. FE; W. Alcorn 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 
ORCHIDS 


Bill Lavarack 
and Bruce Gray 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 


Orchi 


Compiled by two well known names in the 
Australian orchid world, this book is essentially a col- 
lection of 116 colour photographs depicting 109 
tropical orchids, chosen by the authors as represen- 
tative. There is a short introduction together with 
brief text complementing each photograph. 

The text includes notes on distribution including a simple map, habitat types, 


an indication of size, flowering season, conservation status and many fea- 
tures of interest. g 


Soar ion ORDNCNTIRIES 413.5, 


was $1645 RRP (Ind. GST) *usfosicemn oie 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS OF 


AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first book to 
cover all aspects of species of the genus Sarcochilus. 
Compact plants of great floral beauty with ease of 
culture, they are mostly cool to cold growing, requir- 
ing limited space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a separate entry, with information 
on its history, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultivation and hybrids, along 
with a drawing showing the main parts of the plant and flower, plus a colour 
plate providing an easy means of identification. 


Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered 
hybrids being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pol- 
lination, seed raising and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular 
and informative Dendrobium Orchids of Australia. He is a past president of 
the Orchid Society of New South Wales and The Australasian Native 
Orchid Society, and has received many honours in Australia including the 
Australian Orchid Council’s Award of Honour. He is a well-known hybridis- 
er and judge of orchids, and is a learned and entertaining lecturer much in 
demand throughout the world. [AVN RiARAIIE ARISE @ RATE” 
gee se. OURDSCOMNTPRE $30.75, 

was $39.55 RRP (Ind. ST) msross owns 


THE WORLD OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
3} members and friends of the North Shore Orchid 
M Society about orchids grown in Sydney and its 
environs, and we are indebted to those people for 
their time and effort. 


The world of 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of inter- 
est, and to tempt and encourage them to try other 
genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of culture used by the authors are 
those which they themselves have found successful. Growers should try any 
changes to their own culture gradually and on a few plants first, as orchids 
respond differently under different i raeAn ‘ieanicr @® @ EA 
seiner fo NTE S850 
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LOOKING BACK 


Fifty-five Years Ago 


(Ree the past practice many of the 
articles in the A.O.R. of 1946 (Vol.11 
discussed various aspects of orchid culture. 
Indeed the first article, by C.A. Hildsen, 
President of the Queensland Orchid Society, 
set out how difficult it can be to determine 
the most suitable cultural methods for one‘s 
own conditions, and urged readers from 
around Australia to continue to use the 
A.O.R. to pool information. Later issues 
have certainly fulfilled his urgings. 

T.H. James carried on his “Notes for 
Novices” in which he gave general advice 
presented by seasons on growing those gen- 
era which can reward the beginner. “Quiz 
Corner’, conducted by Dr. Kidd, continued 
to provide answers to readers’ queries. His 
answer to the question “When and how 
should I repot my Cattleyas?” ran to one- 
and-a-half pages! The regular series 
“Victorian Cultural Notes” by Bruce Hogg, 
was launched in the first issue of the year 
and provided valuable local advice as an 
alternative to the erstwhile N.S.W.-based 
viewpoint. 

Orchid pests were of as much concern 
then as now. A recipe for an “all-purpose 


spray” contains 2700g soft soap, 300ml 
Black Leaf 40, 300ml household ammonia, 
30ml ti-tree oil, and 30ml turpentine, to 4.5 
litres of water; dilute for use with water thin 
enough to spray. A dip made by mixing one 
part of white oil to one part of Faulding’s 
“Pestoxol” was said to kill all orchid pests. 
Dr. Herbert favoured a trial of DDT against 
the dendrobium beetle. As we still face these 
same problems 50 years on it makes us 
realise that we need to learn a lot more 
before a balanced biological control system 
can be developed. 

The genera most often treated in the var- 
ious articles were Cymbidium, Cattleya, 
Paphiopedilum (as Cypripedium), and 
Dendrobium. Awards issued by the Orchid 
Society of N.S.W. during 1945 included 
those hereunder: 

First Class Certificate and Silver Medal: 
Cypripedium Grand Monarch, Hodgins 
variety. 

Award of Merit: Cypripedium Emberton, 
C. Memphis, C. Wendover. 

Cymbidium Balkis Patricia, C. Cassandra 
‘Snow Queen’, C. Charm ‘Elegance’, C. 
Girrahween ‘Gloria’, C. Joy Sander ‘Don’, 


Caboolture Orchid Society Inc., Bribie Island Orchid Society Inc., 
and Glasshouse Country Orchid Society Inc. on behalf of The Sub 
Tropical Orchid Council of Queensland are proud to host the: 


MOUNTAINS TO COAST ORCHID 
EXPO 2002 


Memorial Hall, 


King Street, Caboolture 
7th 8th 9th and 10th June, 2002 


The Expo will feature a display of beautiful orchids, table displays, 
floral art display and sales, and an orchid photographic competition. 
There will be plant sales by some of Australia’s leading Orchid 
Nurseries and numerous commercial sites. A full lecture programme 
will run over the three days and also a Judges Seminar, open to all. 
Light refreshements will be available at the Expo. 


A full weekend of events is planned for the registrants including a 
wine and cheese tasting evening, a presentation dinner, and a bus tour 


to various locations in the area. 


For further information contact the Secretary: Carol Button on 
07 3888 1790 or PO Box 16, Burpengary, Qld. 4505. 


Email: geobut @ bigpond.com 


AORO60 
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C. Louis Sander ‘Kirribilli’, C. Louis 
Sander x Falcon. Vanda sanderiana. 

Highly commended: Cattleya The Friar. 
Cypripedium Mildred Hunter. Cymbidium 
Arabella, C. Edzell ‘Elizabeth’, C. Erica 
Sander “Tanandra’, C. Princess Elizabeth 
‘Gillian’, C. Shirley “Her Majesty’, C. 
Swallow ‘Conquest’, C. Swallow ‘Hebe’. 
Dendrobium Gatton Belle. Lycaste skinneri 
“Excelsa’. 

The announcement of the awards con- 
tained the following statement: “A condi- 
tion of the granting of an award by the 
Orchid Society of N.S.W. is that a photo- 
graph of the plant be taken and left with the 
Society for future reference and identifica- 
tion. A necessary precaution that will be 
enforced now that photographic material is 
available.” 

The emerging interest in making hybrids 
was reflected by two instructive papers, 
A.B. Porter wrote a lucid exposition of 
Mendel ‘s laws explaining how they work in 
nature and how they may be exploited in 
orchid hybridising programmes. R.H. Neil 
contributed “The Principles of 
Hybridization”, which set out clearly what 
every would-be hybridist should know 
before embarking on a project | 

Len Lawler, Tolga 4882 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — _ especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co, P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 


By now most cattleyas are coming out of their 
winter hibernation. depending on where you live 
you can start to give your plants a little more sun- 
light and if you had your plants in a warm house 
over the winter period, you may like to move 
them to a more airy situation. watch watering 
over the spring period, as the weather can be 
changeable. Once you have moved your plants 
into a cool house or into your shade house a good 
drench with limewater will freshen up the grow- 
ing medium and help bring the pH up a little. 
Don’t place lime on top of the pot. 

The best fertiliser to use this time of the year 
is GARDEN PARTY®. Use it at the rate of 
3ml/litre of water. Do not over use. I like to use 
it around every ten days. Watch out for black 
soggy bulbs and or leaves. This is a fungi that is 
dreaded b y cattleya growers. it is caused by over 
watering, and or, water left on the leaves if the 
nights become cool. There are many methods of 
treating this disease. The first of course is change 
your plants environment — air circulation, bad 
drainage, poor light etc. Chemical wise you can 
use FONGARID®, HY-SAN® or TRI-D25®. it 
is still a little early to repot or divide. | 


Cymbidiums 

I hope all cymbidium growers flowered some 
beautiful seedlings this season. I have seen a few 
fantastic blooms around the shows this year. In 
NSW Greg Bryant and Kevin Hipkins flowered 
some remarkable blooms. So the moral is — buy 
seedlings — remember, if you buy clones you will 
be at least five seasons behind! Where clones are 
handy is if you see one of a particular colour or 
flowering at a particular time of the year it will 
be a quick fix for you. 

Did you go to the National Cymbidium show 
at Swains Nursery in Sydney? It was magnifi- 
cent. No doubt there will be reports in our 
A.O.R. in the new future. 

By the time you read these notes you should 
be well on the way with your repotting. It is 
important to make sure you have a good mix. 
This is the foundation for obtaining first class 
results from your plants. if you do not mix your 
own compost only buy from a reputable orchid 
nursery. I have seen some awful brews that have 
been sold from food stores and supermarkets. 
Remember you only get what you pay for. A bag 
at $7.5- cannot be as good as one that costs say 
$18.00! Look at it carefully. It should have good 
roughage for drainage, but remember it must 
also hold a certain amount of moisture. 

Before you start your repotting make sure you 
have your STERI-KLEEN® to sterilise your 
cutting implements. Remember — virus can be 
spread by using dirty cutting implements. I have 
heard many growers saying “I do not need to 
sterilise my knife because I do not have any 
plants with virus!” In my mind I think all grow- 
ers have an undetected plant with virus. 

Make sure all plants are cut into at least three 
bulb divisions. Seal all cuts with STERI- 
PRUNE®. After repotting, soak plant and 
drench with an AUXINONE® solution. These 
should start the roots off for you. Some growers 
then top dress these plants with a three to four or 
a five to six month controlled release fertiliser. 
After the first week a drench with FONGARD®, 
BANROT® or HY-SAN® will help to keep 


root-invading fungi away. Do not over water. 
After four to six weeks you can start to apply a 
weak application of your favourite fertiliser such 
as HSO 12 or HSO. MERRIFERT is recording 
good results on cymbidiums over the last two 
seasons. 

Watch for black spot on the leaves. It can be 
controlled by the use of MANCOZEB or 
ZINEB. If you are into hybridising make sure to 
apply some CARBARYL to the developing seed 
capsules. This will help to keep the dreaded 
beetle away. 

Remember, do not leave those old flower 
racemes on the plant too long. It is better to 
remove them and place them in a vase for you to 
admire. 

Check for spider mites. If present you can try 
OMITE®, MAVRIK®, NATRASOAP® or 
ECO-OIL®. If in doubt on what to use see some- 
one at your local orchid nursery. Oo 


Natives 


Most of the shows are over for the year but 
this is not the time to sit back and relax. This is 
the time to repot and weed and sort through 
your collection. You will also find a couple of 
late shows because this is the time that most of 
the Sarcanthinae bloom. 

There is something exciting about the sarcs. 
it might be the exquisite, crystalline white of S. 
hartmannii or the intriguing colours of the 
hybrids. Or it might be that they are simply dif- 
ferent after a couple of months of dendrobiums. 
Along with the sarcs there are the native 
Cymbidium, species, C. suave, C. madidum, C. 
caniculatum coming into bloom as well as 
many tropical species and Phauis species and 
Calanthe triplicata. These show the real diver- 
sity of our native orchids. 

At home it is time to dig out the clean pots 
and new media and get to work. decide which 
plants need to be repotted. With the warm win- 
ter and early start to spring there will be new 
growths well away by now. These are 
extremely brittle so take care not to snap them 
off when handling plants. 

How do you know if a native orchids needs 
anew pot? Unless it is really potbound and dis- 
torting the pot with the last seasons growth 
hanging over the edges this can be tricky. The 
only sure way is to tip the plant out of its pot 
and have a look at the roots and the condition 
of the media. if the roots are not totally crowded 
and there are still plenty of solid chunky bits in 
the media it might just need a tidy up and can 
wait until next year. Native orchids need to be 
on the potbound side to produce plenty of 
blooms. Overpotting doesn’t save time later as 
the roots probably won’t get the chance to fill 
the media which can stay wet or allow fertiliser 
buildup or harbour pests. So, if the roots look 
good but are crowded and there are chunks of 
media in the middle but no ants or pests you can 
very gently tease out the outer roots and move 
the orchid to a slightly larger pot. This is often 
the only treatment that seedlings need as they 
rapidly outgrow their small pots. 

If you find that the media has disintegrated 
to fine mush or ants, slaters or slugs have 
moved in or there are a lot of dead roots then a 
clean up and report will be needed. Firstly 
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PALMASTON 
ORCHIDS 


Lot 6, Old Palmeston Highway 
Innisfail, Qld. 4860 
Phone/Fax: (074) 064 4136 
Mobile: 040 927 3094 


Vandaceous 
Orchids 


Limited Mericlone and Hybrid 
Seedings available 


BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Write for latest catalogue 


Cedarvale 
Orchids 


Ross and Khonda Harvey 
Specialist breeders of cool growing 
Australian Natives and Hybrids 
Send S.A.E. for our current listing 
Mail orders our specialty 
Phone prior to visiting 


16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone: (07) 3289 1953 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&I Ferns & Orchids 


Lot 2a, Old Emerald Road 
Monbulk, Victoria 3793 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9752 1922 
Melway Ref. 122 K.9 


Open 7 days a week 


Sarees 
Proprietors lan & Michele Lonne 


Compact Dendrobium Antelope Hybrids 
We'll send you, good plants 
12 different 3” pot size plants, our choice 
of D. canaliculatum and carronii hybrids 
some near to their first flowering. 


12 Plants, for only $110.00 


sent Express Post Free 


Phone: (07) 4054 1746 Fax: (07) 4033 1746 


PO. Box 404E, Earlville, 4870, AUSTRALIA 
Nursery at 15 Hoad Street, Cairns 


email address: 
orchids@lonnes.com.au 


P&R ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway half way between Brisbane and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at the Oxley Highway. 
We're only 4km on the right. 


This Month’s Specials 


Flowering size Catasetum/Moromdes/Cycnoches hybrids. 


AOR180 


Imported from Hawaii these are all big multi-bulb 
plants ... $40.00 


Paph. Specials 
Magic Lantern large A size ... $13.00 


roth. “Dau-Fang’ SM/TPS x Booths’ Sand Lady 
“Taiwan Dragon’ SM/TPS ... $15.00 


Harold Koopowitz ... $10.00 
Norito Hasagawa ... $13.00 
For your free lists, write, phone, fax or just drop in and see 


for yourself. 
We are closed Sundays. 
Ph: 02 6581 3061 Fax: 02 6581 0907 
Email prorchids@tsn.cc 
PO Box 5113, PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 


Cnr. Phillip Charley Dr. & Oxley Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 
www.prorchids.com 


Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 


2001 Open Day 
Sunday 25th November 2001 
at the nursery, 183 Windsor Road, Northmead 2152 


9am -5pm. FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE!! 


Including Tinonee Orchids, Oceania Orchids and Macquarie Native Orchids 
See you at the Sydney International Orchid Fair 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (02) 9674 4720 Fax: (02) 9686 3303 


E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


AOR 119 


CULTURAL NOTES 


tease out healthy roots. If you find a ferocious 
ant nest, sit the plant in a bucket of water for a 
while then rinse it under a tap to remove all 
eggs and fine dirt. Tidy up the plant by remov- 
ing dead growths and their roots. You can even 
break the plant up but try to stay with at least 
four pseudobulbs in each piece. The find a 
suitable pot. After a major clean up an orchid 
will often go back into the same sized pot it 
came out of. Remember to clean any equip- 
ment after each plant to avoid spreading possi- 
ble viruses. 

About media. Orchid growers always seem 
to be on the trail of the latest, not-so-secret 
wonder ingredient to add to their media. There 
are many things that have gone into pots of 
orchids as trends have changed but there are a 
few tried and tested standard ingredients that 
will give satisfactory results and, hopefully 
keep your plants alive and well. Pine bark is the 
basis of commercial and home made mixes. it 
is readily available and relatively cheap. if the 
correct grade is used there is ample ventilation 
and drainage for native orchids. However, the 
quality of pinebark varies considerably 
between suppliers. An ideal bark is of uniform 
size and comes in rounded chunky pieces. It 
will have been treated and lost that strong pine 
odour. In reality the only bark readily available 
in many areas was designed as a potting mix 
ingredient or for decorating paths. This can be 
cleaned up by sieving out the fine material, 
handpicking out any lumps of wood and very 
large pieces or other unsuitable material, given 
a good soak to age it and well rinsed. For most 
natives straight pinebark will be OK — the chal- 
lenge is to find the correct grade or particle size 
for your conditions and plants. if you are in a 
hot dry area where water doesn’t hang about a 
finer grade will hold more moisture. In shadier, 
damper conditions the increased damage of 
large pieces might be the answer. Sometimes 
you may find a larger plant seems to prefer a 
finer mix and another plant coarse mix. 

The time between repots will depend a lot on 
the media. Some bark breaks down very 
quickly while other chunks might last for 
decades. Wet conditions will result in more 
rapid breakdown but an open media can 
encourage pests which eat if (and roots). if you 
decide to try a new ingredient even a new sup- 
ply of pinebark, don’t report your whole col- 
lection at once. There are many tales of wonder 
mixes that weren’t and killed many valued 
plants before being found out. 

There are other ingredients sometimes 
added to the bark to make the media. 
Horticultural charcoal (not fresh from the fire- 
place, or worse, the barbecue) has long been 
used to soak up excess salts from fertiliser and 
other undesirable chemicals. Perlite and vermi- 
culite can help with water retaining properties 
and increase the “fineness” of a mix. 
Polystyrene beads don’t break down in a hurry 
and has been used to make pots lighter. Many 
people are concerned about the environmental 
impact of this material and leaching of chemi- 
cals into the plants. You don’t eat orchids and I 
have seen healthy roots systems tightly inter- 
woven with it. Shellgrit has been used by some 
growers concerned about the lowering pH that 
fertiliser can cause. Some finicky natives seem 
to appreciate it. coarse sand and gravel are also 


38 The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2001 


CULTURAL NOTES 


used. There are lots of different kinds in all 
sizes with rough and smooth textures. Just 
make sure you wash all fine, dusty material out 
of it and do not use roadbase that has cement 
mixed with it. The lithophytes such as 
Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii, S. hartmannii, S. cecil- 
iae and Dendrobium kingianum have roots that 
cling to rocks in the wild and catch a bit of 
leaflitter for food. Gravel never breaks down so 
you might be able to postpone repotting for a 
year but it is heavy so make sure your benches 
can handle the strain. 

I’ve seen “kingies” grown in dirt. I’m talk- 
ing about standard houseplant type potting mix 
or even garden soil, not rotted down bark. 
These plants thrived but expect some cringes 
and strange looks from other growers if you 
bench a plant growing in dirt. Cymbidium mix 
contains a lot of fine material such as husks. 
These get soggy and break down and epiphyte 
type natives don’t appreciate it. It is designed 
for hungry cymbidiums that need repotting fre- 
quently. it can be used with Phaius and 
Calanthe species. 

One of the challenges of growing native 
orchids is finding the perfect media for you col- 
lection. You will need to observe and decide for 
yourself what is best. keep in mind that native 
orchids have evolved in a wide range of condi- 
tion so different types of media for different 
plants are to be expected. 

New growth means time for fertiliser. 
Pinebark doesn’t have much in the way of use- 
ful food to release to natives so the grower has 
to add it. Slow release fertiliser might seem the 
perfect answer but despite the problem having 
been observed a lot of years ago there are still 
reports that some brands dump their contents in 
hot, wet conditions. This burns roots. So does 
fresh animal manure. Use pelleted or very well 
composted manure or stick to spraying with 
water soluble organic or inorganic fertiliser on 
a regular basis. Remember the little but often 
rule. This method means it is easy to adjust the 
mix according to the requirements of the plants. 
And the perfect fertiliser seems to be just as elu- 
sive and individual a choice a potting media. 
Try a commercial mix for orchids or flowering 
plants, It’s cheap and will probably do until you 
sort through the biology and chemistry of 
native orchids and can formulate your own! 

This is also the time to prepare for summer. 
This has been a mild winter so what is in store 
for these months could be a challenge. There is 
the possibility that a late “make up” will result 
in late frosts and cold or summer could arrive 
early and with it hot dry winds and bushfires. 
Keep an eye on the weather patterns and what 
is happening in other areas so you aren’t caught 
totally unprepared. 

Check your misting system now. Be sure all 
pipes are clean and all misters fully unblocked. 
make sure hanging plants do not stop water get- 
ting to ones underneath. 


Paphiopedilum 

A little care is necessary during spring as the 
weather can be quite variable. We generally 
have nice warm days and cool nights — ideal 
conditions for paphs. to begin their main 
growth cycle. 


Repotting was covered fairly comprehen- 
sively in the notes for July/August, however a 
few points are worthy of repetition: 

Paphiopedilums thrive on repotting. It 
should be done every year for best results, no 
matter how happy the plant appears or how 
good the mixture looks. You can only see the 
top of it. 

Don’t overpot. Use a pot which will com- 
fortably hold the roots. ‘Squat’ pots (height 
about equal to diameter) are best and drainage 
must be adequate. The base of the plant should 
be just below the surface of the mixture. 

‘Wobbly’ plants should be staked. 

Don‘t use osmocote. It is just great for most 
orchids but paphs. will not grow a good root 
system when it is used. 

Repotting can be continued throughout this 
period — in fact, right up until about mid 
December, or later if you have effective cool- 
ing. 

Watering should be done as required. If the 
weather is hot and dry you may need to water 
every couple of days; if cool and cloudy, once 
a week may suffice. it is particularly important 
to water in the morning if you possibly can. The 
object is to keep the soil temperature up; you 
can’t achieve this if you water late in the day. 

Fertiliser should be given regularly, particu- 
larly toward the end of this period. It is not too 
much to water with about half strength fertiliser 
every second or third watering. I find it very 
convenient to use a ‘Hyponex siphon mixer’, 
which plugs in at the tap end of the hose and 
sucks the concentrated fertiliser out of a 20 litre 
bucket. These are cheap and foolproof but they 
won’t work against a lot of back pressure; I use 
a ‘Gardenia’ water breaker, screwed well out, 
on the end of a 20 metre hose and have no trou- 
ble. 

I have always used Aquasol, supplemented 
with extra iron, a bit of magnesium now and 
then and Nitrosol which, apart from its value as 
a fertilizer, I believe acts as a wetting agent. 
Whilst I never really measure anything, the 
proportions are probably about: 2 teaspoons of 
Aquasol, | teaspoon of Nitrosol, a pinch of Iron 
Chelate and a few pinches of Epsom Salts all 
dissolved in about 20 litres of water. This is 
pretty weak, but I use it frequently. 

About the only pests which trouble paphs, 
are scale and mealy bug. They become active 
around early November and it is not a bad idea 


to spray the collection during this month as a 
preventive measure. malascale will clean these 
up fairly effectively. if you feel really heroic, 
Supracide is very effective. Whatever you use, 
take the appropriate precautions otherwise 
you may clean up the family dog, or even 
yourself. | 


Phalaenopsis 


Watering:— Water in the mornings every sec- 
ond day. If weather really starts to warm up then 
water daily. Damp floor down every day. 

Light:— Shade should be increased to 90% 
until after the end of summer. 

Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating 
between 

— High nitrogen (Campbells B, Aqua-feed, 
Aquasol, etc.). 

— Foliar/Trace Elements (Wuxall). 

— Organic (Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol). 

— Phostrogen. 

Pest*Control:— Fungicide every six weeks 
with Ridomil MZ WP, Wettable Sulphur, 
Daconil or Mancozeb with Kocide). 

Use an insecticide such as Diazanon, 
Malathion or Pyrethrum every four weeks to 
control insects and scale. 

Keep a particular watch for mites and use a 
miticide as necessary. 

Good air circulation is essential to 
prevent fungal rots. Oo 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Water daily. Keep the root sys- 
tem moist with additional misting if necessary. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
need 50 to 70% shade. Terete and semi-terete 
about 30%. 

Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating over 
a four weekly period. 

Wk.1. — Inorganic high nitrogen (Campbells 
B, Aqua feed or Aquasol). 

Wk.2. — Foliar/Trace element (Wuxall Foliar). 

Wk.3. — As for Wk.1. 

Wk.4. — Organic (Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol). 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every six weeks 
with Ridomil MZ WP, Daconil, Mancozeb or 


Wettable Sulphur). 
Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control insect pests. Oo 


SPECIES ORCHIDS 


World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Over 700 species. Write NOW , enclose a stamp for free lists. 
D.ILY. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.I.Y. 


Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Phone/Fax 0747 740 008 Mail Order Specialist 
Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual 
Orchid Species of the World. 


Web page; www.speciesorchids.com 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2001 


39 


AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


ALVIM SEIDEL 


Orquidario Catarinense Ltda. 


Rua Roberto Seidel, 1981 - P.O. Box 1 
89280-000 CORUPA - Santa Catarina 
BRAZIL TEL. ++55-47-375-1244 
FAX. +4+55-47-375-1042 
Founder: Roberto Seidel 1906 


Regenerated Tasmania sphagnum 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 
individual growers, clubs and 
Societies with high quality sphagnum 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now 


WELL 


Key Rings ° Brooches 
Cuff Links ¢ Tie Tacks 
Lapel Pins e Medals 
Paperknives ¢ Paperweights 
Wall & Award Plaques 
School Identification Badges 


No Set Up Costs 


= Sub/ 2026. 


JUVELLE 
BADGES 


321 FOREST ROAD 
BEXLEY NSW 2207 


E-Mail: seidel@netuno.com.br 
http://www.seidel.com.br 


available. 

Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 
Contact: 

Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 
GRANTON TAS. 7030. 

Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 30 7753 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. 


email: austmoss @ southcom.com.au AOR154 


We're soviuy !!! 


This spring we have been just too dau 
busy to issue the catalogue we promised. 


As time permits our website will be updated & the catalogue issued when we can, 


New Price List No. 101, that offers near 3,000 
different Orchids and Bromeliads, 


on request. 
Catalogue No. 2001 containing about 350 colour 
illustrations of Orchids and Bromeliads 
at US $5.00 cash or by 
International Postal Money Order, for postage. 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn. NSW. 2472 
Phone: 02 6682 2635 Fax: 02 6682 2605 
Email: sales@easyorchids.com 


www.easyorchids.com 


“THE SPECIES SPECIALISTS” 


SKY HIGH ORCHID WHOLESALERS 
HUGE CLEARANCE SALE 


71 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge 
Phone: 02 4375 1189, fax: 02 4375 1106, email: skyhigh @ fastlink.com.au 


AOR 069 


Most plants reduced by up to 50% to 75% from our normal wholesale prices. 
Available are: 


Cymbidiums : 75mm tube to 300mm pot (60% of stock are clones) 
Phalaenopsis: 100mm squat to 140mm pot (90% of stock are Zumma Canyon) 
Zygopetalum: 75mm tube to 175mm pot (80% of stock are clones) 
Cattleya: 50mm tube to 140mm pot 
Oncidium: 50mm tube to 100mm pot 


Our new catalogue is nearing completion and will be available from early April 


Enquiries welcome from commercial or cut flower growers 


Examples of prices: Cymbidium 200 & 175mm pot: $5.50 inc.GST. (Flowering size, no spike) 
Phalaenopsis 140mm squat: $5.50 inc. GST. (Leaf span 200 to 300+ mm) 
Zygopetalum 75mm tube: $2.50 inc. GST. Cattleya 100mm pot: $3.50 inc. GST 


AOR 187 
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A new terete Aeridovanda hybrid 
for garden planting 


by W. Morris 


Aeridovanda New Dawn (Aeridovanda Mundyi x Vanda Miss Joaquim) 


have never forgotten my first sight of 

massed terete vandas. It was in Cairns in 
1950 at Kirkwood’s (later Lonne’s) 
Nursery. At that time their backyard, or at 
least what I remember of it, was planted 
out with Vanda Miss Joaquim and cerato- 
bium dendrobes such as D. discolor and D. 
lineale. The latter were planted on beds of 
bricks and organic matter (leaves etc.) 
while the vandas were grown attached to 
50mm x 25mm _ hardwood stakes, six 
plants to each stake. Both were fertilized 
with fresh cow manure, with this material 
painted all over the roots of the vandas 
attached to the stakes. 

What made the biggest impression on 
me however, was the solid mass of colour 
from the Vanda flowers. Eunice Kirkwood 
asked me how many flowers I though were 
there and when I said I had no idea, she 
estimated about ten thousand. She then 
said that in summer it would be about 
thirty thousand. It was now August and the 
flower numbers were down compared to 
the warmer weather. 

To my southern eyes, the effect was of a 
backyard full of very large sweet peas. The 
Kirkwoods at that time were regularly 
freighting by air large numbers of Miss 
Joaquim flowers and inflorescences to 
florists in the eastern capital cities. I have 
always wished there were similar orchids 
that would grow and flower in the same 
way as garden plants as far south as the 
central coast of NSW. 

Over the following years I came across 
and obtained plants of Aerides vandarum 
and Aeridovanda Mundyi. Both of these 
are terete orchids which will grow in the 
open but compared to V. Miss Joaquim the 
flowers are considerably smaller, with 
fewer flowers on each spike. The flowers 
are also less colourful, being almost white 
and have very small lips so the effect on 
the eye is much reduced. As well, their 
flowering period is much shorter. A. van- 
darum only flowers for about a month in 
spring while A. Mundyi flowers during 
spring and summer but usually no more 
than three flowers out at a time and often 
only a single flower out. Their growth is 
much slower and less vigorous. 

However, about twenty years ago I 
came across two different clones of A. 
Mundyi, raised in Sydney many years ear- 
lier by Eric Hayes. These plants presum- 
ably had a coloured V. teres as one parent, 


as both were pink in colour unlike the orig- 
inal Mundyi, raised by Sir Jeremiah 
Colman, and registered in 1918. This 
clone and a remake made by Limberlost 
Nursery about fifty years later used albino 
V. teres and both were off white as a result. 
Also the pink clones were much faster and 
taller growers than either of the two clones 
mentioned above. The two pink clones can 
reach eight to nine fees high within five or 
six years whereas the original Mundyi I 
seldom more than three feet high. This 
raises the question as to what form of 
Aerides vandarum was used in the original 
Colman plant (and the Limberlost 
remake). It seems to this writer that the 
pendulous A. cylindricum may have been 


used (or a pendulous A. vandarum) rather » 


than the upright growing A. vandarum 
grown in Sydney and elsewhere. There 
seems to be considerable confusion 
between these two plants in various books 
and in Australia. f 

This part of Medowie (about 35km 
north of Newcastle, NSW) is frost free and 
various terete vandas obtained from 
Queensland and the aeridovandas men- 
tioned have been growing here on hard- 
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wood posts for over ten years. They are in 
full sun for most of the day and receive lit- 
tle attention except for extra watering dur- 
ing dry spells in the warm weather. They 
would certainly do better if they were reg- 
ularly fertilized. 

Under the cooler conditions (compared 
to the tropics) V. Miss Joaquim only flow- 
ers in summer. V. teres flowers mainly in 
spring but different clones flower at other 
times of the year. The pink A. Mundyi 
clones flower more frequently than the off 
white clones, producing larger and longer 
spikes which often last from January- 
February through to early spring. Also 
these clones seem to continually produce 
new buds on the old spikes sot hat new 
flowers are produced as the old ones drop. 
The off white Mundyi’s seem to only pro- 
duce 5-6 flowers per spike but produce 
more spikes. They commence to flower 
earlier (in spring) but produce few flowers 
after summer. 

Around 1992 one of the pink A. 
Mundyi’s was pollinated with V. Miss 
Joaquim and about two dozen seedlings 
were obtained. These grew well and the 
first plant flowered around 1998. Since 
then some fifteen have flowered and like 
their Aeridovanda parent they begin to 
flower around November-December and 
continue flowering until early spring. 
They are very good growers and flowerers 
and their flowers are considerably larger 
approaching V. Miss Joaquim in size. The 
stems are particularly thick, much thicker 
than V. Miss Joaquim as it grows here and 
much quicker than the white Mundyi’s. A 
major surprise has been how little varia- 
tion has been observed in the flowers. The 
majority are very similar with little varia- 
tion in size, shape and colour. The colour 
is mostly a light pink. Two plants so far are 
quite a deep pink with a considerably 
darker and almost wine purple lip. 

As both parents are Fl hybrids involv- 
ing 3 species, Aerides vandarum, V. hook- 
eriana and V. teres (twice), it would be 
expected that the seedlings (F2) would 
vary considerably particularly in the lip. V. 
hookeriana is notable for its lip which is 
very large and this characteristic is present 
in its offspring (V. Miss Joaquim). V. teres’ 
lip is smaller but still much larger than 
Aerides vandarum. Also, in these three 
vandas the labellum is flat whereas in A. 
vandarum it is downfolded symmetrically 
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GLENWOOD ORCHIDS Pty. Ltd. 


Introducing... 


(Summer Gold x Operetta) 
“Lemon Sun”. 4n. 


Flowering for the first time in 
May 2001, ina 150mm pot, 
this clone produced a thick 
erect spike of 12 flowers ona 
small plant. Shape was 
maintained. 


“Lemon Sun” is just one fine example of what we are 
producing from our miniature/intermediate Cymbidium breeding 
program. 

We have been expanding our production of quality miniature/ 
intermediate Cymbidium seedlings and we are planning to offer 
a range of community pots of them by the end of 2002. 

Our current catalogues are available from our Internet site and 
orders can be lodged by Email. 


Our contact details are: 


Post: 1265 Western Port Hwy Langwarrin Vic 3910 
Phone: (03) 9782 2668 Fax: (03) 9782 2469 
Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au 
Email: glenorchids @ebbs.com.au 


KOSKRSKS 
RE 


ur plants suffering 
xtreme weather 
ns? 


Mili ae ate > the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
N\ NUS 

Q ‘Specialising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 
Sigh Features ¢ Kit form with written instructions and video 


NPR SRPHed everywhere ¢ Simplicity * Portability * Modular 


can) al SRS ies to meet your needs) ¢ No Maintenance 
e Strong « Economical 


fay Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 
107 3207 2793 Fax 07 3822 2307 


is 


along the midline of the lip. 

The F2 seedlings all have the smaller 
downfolded lip. All the seedlings in fact 
look more like an FI population between 
the two species, one of which is dominant 
for lip size and shape. 

These results, together with the size and 
vigour of the plants suggests that the two 
parents and the offspring may all be 
tetraploids. Tetraploid clones of V. Miss 
Joaquim are known and the giant size of 
the pink Mundyi’s, compared to the origi- 
nal Mundyi, may indicate they are also 
tetraploid. It is hoped these plants can be 
tested to explore this possibility. 

This cross was registered last year as A. 
New Dawn as the author considers these 
plants to be the beginning of a large num- 
ber of cool growing, even frost resistant (to 
some degree) terete vanda type plants suit- 
able for general planting in temperate gar- 
dens. 

So far these plants have proved to be 
much more fertile than either the original 
Mundyi or the pink Mundyi parents. Both 
of these, if they produce pods (and often 
they don’t) only produce small, often 
incomplete, pods with few seeds whereas 
New Dawn produces large pods with usu- 
ally plenty of fertile seeds. last year 
numerous crosses were made with a num- 
ber of terete vandas as well as back crosses 
to the parents and sibling crosses. Most of 
these have been very rapid growers in the 
flasks and most will be removed from the 
flask in the coming spring. The cross of A. 
New Dawn with V. teres made a year ear- 
lier, has produced the fastest growing 
terete seedlings the author has so far seen, 
and these plants have been bush house 
grown since January 2000 (removed from 
the flask in September 1999). Also under 
these bush house conditions not one out of 
around twenty seedlings has been lost and 
all seedlings have grown similarly well 
with no slow growers. They were exposed 
to winter temperatures down to about 3 
degrees C last winter. The cross with the 
most potential, made last year, is Vanda 
Mevr. Velthuis “Snowcap’ x A. New Dawn 
which was very fertile and has produced 
very fast growing seedlings in the flask. 

Finally, these plants have not been bred 
to produce exhibition or competition flow- 
ers. They are not very suitable for pot cul- 
ture, except in very large pots, as they 
grow very tall, The have been bred as gar- 
den plants for temperate climates. They 
are in flower for most of the year (easily 
six months and often more) and if the spike 
is cut early, then another one is usually 
produced. They last well as cut spikes with 
the flowers lasting well and advanced buds 
opening in sequence. They will probably 
be good plants to introduce many of the 
general public to growing orchids. a 

W. Morris 
PO Box 17 
Medowie NSW 2318 
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Il reports indicate that the 2001 

National Cymbidium Show staged 
at Dural in New South Wales was an 
outstanding success and Kevin Butler’s 
report and photographs appearing in 
this issue give a taste of what the show 
provided for those lucky enough to 
view it. Likewise, the OSCOV 
International Orchid Spectacular held 
at and in conjunction with Collector’s 
Corner at Keysborough in Victoria pre- 
sented several thousand visitors with 
the opportunity to see what is perhaps 
the largest multi-genera show in 
Australia and which featured a high 
percentage of excellent cymbidiums. 


While it’s hard to resist talking about 
orchid shows and the beautiful and 
exciting flowers seen as we report on 
the major shows of the season in AOR 
issues, I'd like to take a slightly differ- 
ent view of shows this year in that what 
often goes unrecognised in the hubbub 
and enjoyment of such events is the 
hundreds of hours of hard work which 
goes into making such shows run with 
the minimum of trouble. Enjoying the 
beauty of the orchids, the pleasure of 
catching up with old friends or making 
new ones, acquiring new plants and, 
perhaps, winning a few prizes all con- 
tribute to the possibility that the hard 
work put in by club stalwarts and will- 
ing volunteers may be overlooked. 


I’m sure that every club or society 
recognises the workers who do so 
much to make shows the outstanding 
successes they undoubtedly are, but 
perhaps we never really know just how 
much of their own time the organisers 
actually devote to ensuring major 
orchid events happen. On behalf of all 
orchid growers, congratulations on 
many jobs well done and thank you to 
all the willing workers who make these 
wonderful expressions of our hobby so 
successful. 


Along with a report on the National 
Cymbidium Show by Western 
Australia’s Kevin Butler and a look at 
the International Orchid Spectacular 
with Rob Smith, this issue features arti- 
cles about the Cymbidium Orchid 
Society of Victoria’s 10th Anniversary 
celebration, including some of the 
plants that have been awarded this 
year; Part Two of Ray Dix’s red stan- 
dard Cymbidium hybridising in New 
Zealand giving readers further insights 
into red breeding and some more stun- 
ning photographs of the results of his 
efforts; and, Ray Olstan tells us about 
the inventive Cymbidium culture he 
needed to develop in order to cope with 
extreme weather conditions. 


Good growing and good health to 
you and your cymbidiums.. . a 


Rob Smith 
Editor 


a. 


HOW TO JOIN A 
CYMBIDIUM CLUB 
IN YOUR STATE 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 

Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, William Jablonski, 
Orchidland Nursery,7 Nicholli Place, 
Kenthurst, N.S.W. 2156 
Phone: (02) 9654 9464, 

AH (02) 9654 8189 
President, Greg Bryant, 

Phone: (02) 9668 9374 


each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Masonic Hall, Fisher Street, 
Burnside, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 
12 Joanne Terrace, 
Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 
Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: The Light Car Club Hall, 
Moojebing, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

18 Delbridge Drive, Kenwick, WA 6107 
Phone: (08) 9459 7709 
President, Christine Jamieson 
Phone: (08) 9249 1648 
Email: cz85jac @ ozemail.com.au 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


ene A 


Dean Roesler 
Lot 14 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 
Phone: (03) 9725 7513 


Text and photograp 


PW vbe National Cymbidium Show, 
ff) organised by New South Wales and 
i held at Swanes Nursery, was an 
event that should not have been missed by 
Cymbidium growers. It was a time when the 
best hobbyist growers showed us their enor- 
; : mane ; ; mous talent in getting the utmost from their 
CHEE aaae of South Australia Display — Best club display and winner of the John Mata many good cultivars, and the commercial 
growers show us their breeding parents, 
future clones and successful seedlings. 

This year we saw many champions that 
have not been seen before. I am not aware 
of any previous show in Australia where 
14 orchids of the same genus have been 
granted an award. In fact, the Australian 
Orchid Council (AOC) granted five 
awards and the Australian Cymbidium 
Society (ACS) judges granted 12. These 
figures indicate the quality of the cymbid- 
iums on show. 

The venue was excellent as there was 
plenty of space to enjoy the orchids and 
even sit and have a coffee with them still 
in sight. I did hear from some hobbyists 
that they would have preferred a few more 
commercial people selling their cymbidi- 
ums at the venue though. 

The number of red standards put in for 
judging surprised me this year. We must 
thank Greg Bryant for making this possible 


} Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW) Display. Cymbidium Club of Western Australia Display. 


ey 
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National 
um Show 


) hy by Kevin Butler 


for prior to his breeding program we had 
Cym. Sensation as our major breeding par- 
ent and flower size was small for a standard. 

Pink standards were of a high quality 
and included the deep pink Cym. Coco Jim 
‘Starquest’ grown by G LeMarne and 
selected as the Grand Champion. This grex 
was registered in 1995 and is a cross of 
Cym. (Solana Beach x Terama) with this 
particular cultivar’s blooms showing 
themselves off to perfection and well wor- 
thy of its prize and an Award of Merit from 
both judging teams. Three other pinks also 
received awards. 

Cym. Red Beauty ‘Nettie’ 4n appeared 
as a parent in two plants that achieved 
championship status. The best seedling 
was Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Lonsdale’ grown 
by Moss Bray and has Cym. Pink 
Champagne ‘Featherhill’ as the other par- 
ent. This was a very successful cross by 
Geyserland orchids and we are starting to 
see the progeny gaining awards. 
Kimberley Orchids exhibited their plant of 
Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Mist’ which 
received an Award of Merit granted by 
ACS judges. The Best Cut Flower was a 
cross of Cym. (Red Beauty ‘Nettie’ x 
Solana Beach) called Cym. James Wooden 
‘New Era’ shown by Ezi-Gro Orchids. 


Starquest Orchids Display. 


Part of the display by N 
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Cym. Coco Jim ‘Starquest’ 


Cym. Sleeping Sharon ‘Carolyn’ — Champion 
Miniature and owned by M Weston. 


nm raf 


Cym. (Dag x Hazel Tyers) ‘Oasis” — Champion Intermediate and owned by L. Friess. 


Editor’s Note: 


While the success of major orchid events such as the National Cymbidium Show 
rely on the hard work of show organisers and exhibitors, the assistance of the many 
sponsors involved make the staging of such shows, in their current format, possi- 
ble. Without show sponsors the costs associated with securing venues, providing 
prize money, trophies and sashes, or funding advertising, would be beyond the 
reach of any Australian orchid society. Therefore, the Cymbidium Club of 
Australia (NSW) and the Australian Cymbidium Society extend their thanks to the 
following sponsors: Van Schaik’s BIO-GRO, Garden City Plastics, Swanes 
Nursery, The Orchid Mart, Bryants Orchids, Orchidland Nursery, Mini World 
Orchids, Orchid Oasis, Sims Orchids, Kimberley Orchids, Dural Orchids, Royale 
Orchids, Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW), Australian Cymbidium Society, 
Foxfire Orchids, Cymbidium Club of South Australia, Cymbidium Club of 
Western Australia, TP Castings, A D Spring, Cherrybrook Florist, K West, G 
Coutts, R & N Smith, Seb Torisi, David Keanelly Orchids, Ezi-Gro Orchids, 
Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria, Valley Orchids, Battack Orchids, 
Scanagraphics. 


Cym. Coco Jim ‘Starquest’ —- Grand Champion 
of the show and owned by G. LeMarne. 
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The Best Intermediate Cymbidium, 
owned by a NSW hobbyist, L Friess, was 
Cym. (Dag x Hazel Tyers) ‘Oasis’ and was 
an exceptionally well-grown plant pre- 
sented superbly. An Award of Merit was 
given to Cym. Sleeping Sharon ‘Carolyn’ 
owned by Murray Weston and chosen as 
the Champion Miniature Cymbidium of 
the show. ‘Carolyn’ is a prettily coloured 
orchid with a superb round shape and 
excellent arrangement on tall racemes 
well above the foliage. The Best 
Specimen Cymbidium was the miniature 
Cym. Touch of Class ‘Shoalhaven’ owned 
by P & A Keomalavong. It was good to 
see that each state was represented 
amongst the Champion winners. The 
Champion Novelty was Cym. Pepper’s 
Fire ‘Fiesta’ grown by L Friess. The plant 
selected by Swanes Nursery as_ their 
choice of the show was Cym. (Foxfire 
Glade x Valley Zenith), an attractive clean 
green standard. 

The John Mata Challenge Award 
Trophy for the Best State Display was won 
by South Australia. Its score by the judges 
was 75.11 points and its background theme 
was the state’s wine growing industry, plus 
other attractions. Victoria gained 75.0 
points for their display and the quality of 
the blooms and the large number of well- 
grown plants impressed the judges. New 
South Wales gained 74.42 points and also 
exhibited many top quality blooms. 
Western Australia gained 73.18 points, 
which indicated the closeness of competi- 
tion between displays. I thought that the 
WA display was their best so far and a 
good effort when working only with cut 
flowers. 

Royale Orchids won their own spon- 
sored prize of Champion Display with an 
oriental theme using paper screens, fans, 
bamboo and umbrellas to enhance their 
orchids. The owners of Starquest Orchids 
did a marvellous job with putting a display 
together using plants and cut flowers using 
a star galaxy theme and I felt that the way 
they used their backdrop to include the 
floor was very clever. They also had many 
new seedlings too, which are always inter- 
esting to see. Battack Orchids display 
showed their excellent cultivars and well 
grown plants arranged around a small 
waterfall and proved to be a popular fea- 
ture. 

Next Best Display, by Ezi-Gro Orchids, 
was a cut flower display where the cut 
stems were arranged on a “new” variety of 
palm tree made from a bamboo trunk and 
having eucalyptus seed pods. While being 
judged, one of the parrots tied to the palm 
leaves fell when the tape came undone. 
Attempting to put it back, Keith Poger was 


Cym. (Foxfire Glade x Valley Zenith) — Selected as Orchid of the Show by Swanes Nursery and 
owned by Oasis Orchids. 
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(Dag x Hazel Tyers) 


‘Oasis’ HCC AOC pending registration 


Champion Intermediate Cymbidium of the 
2001 NATIONAL CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SHOW 


Congratulations to the grower Loui Friess. 


We have single growth plants available and are presently taking 
orders for flasks tissue cultured from the ORIGINAL PLANT. To be 
part of the next generation check our catalogue for the six seedling 
crosses sired by ‘Oasis’. 


a RCHID 
E ASIS 


201 Beach Road Mitchells Island NSW 2430 
Phone (02) 6553 2991 Fax (02) 6553 2092 
Mobile 0418 606 597 

Email oasisorc@hardnet.com.au 


rea, 


Emerald Frenzy ‘Apple’ 


‘Apple’ is a May flowering green with good shape and colour that debuts as 
one of the new parents in our annual November flask and com-pot list. We 
pride ourselves on looking to the future and our November 2001 list will offer 
new hybrid seedlings and exclusive mericlone releases. 

Unlike previous years the 2001 list will be available from our website and be 
posted only to customers who have made a purchase in the last 12 months. 
Contact us after the first week in November for a copy. 


22-26 Cook Street, Kurnell NSW 2231 Australia 
Tel: (02) 9668 9374 Fax (02) 96688119 —_ Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com 
Website: http://www.bryantsorchids.com.au 


Nursery open only on Friday 9-4, Saturday 9-12. Closed to visitors at other times. 
Bankcard e Mastercard - Visa 
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Cym. Touch Of Class ‘Shoalhaven’ — Champion 
Specimen and owned by P & A Keomalavong. 


told by one of the judges to leave it there 
as it was dead. “You'd be dead too if you’d 
flown all the way from WA!”, Keith 
replied. 

The remaining displays were all of very 
high quality and it was very good to see the 
hobbyists also doing an excellent job. 
Norm Shipway and Terry Davis won the 
Large Hobbyist Display section, and 
Small Hobbyist Display was won by R 
Gibson. 

For a show to be successful there are 
many people we need to thank. The New 
South Wales club did a great job in pro- 
ducing a top quality show. The many spon- 
sors, including the major sponsors: Van 
Schaik’s BIO-GRO; Garden City Plastics; 
Swanes Nursery (a great venue); and all 
the other sponsors (too many to name), the 
judges, the workers and the exhibitors. 
Well Done! 

Being one of them, the “Merry Clones 
from WA” thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
and we voted the highlight of the show to 
be the “love” scene between “Priscilla, 
Queer of Orchids” resplendant in dress 
and lippy, and a certain Victorian Judge. If 
you weren’t there to see it, then no doubt 
you’ Il hear about it on the grapevine. All in 
all, a great show and I can’t wait until next 
year. 

Kevin Butler 

Ezi-Gro Orchids 

76 Evandale Road 

Landsdale, Western Australia 6065 
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Cym. Hot Bitters 

I used Cym. Bittersweet ‘Straight Up’ 
from the 2n cross of Cym. (Voodoo “Gypsy 
Red’ x Tethys ‘Black Magic’) because the 
strong upright spike and strength of flower 
made me think that it was maybe a chance 
tetraploid. I made Cym. Hot Bitters 
(Bittersweet ‘Straight Up’ x Hot Prime 
‘Conference’) with the thought that the 
strongly coloured lip of ‘Straight Up’ and 
indeed the depth of colour of segments, but 
poor form, would match well with 
‘Conference’ that has weak colour and 
good form. Hybridisers optimism does not 


Cym. Spring Red ‘036/5’ 


A Quest for Red Cymbidiums: 


Part 2 


Text and Photography by Ray Dix 


always suffice and mostly I got poor form 
and small lips. it was not all bad, however, 
because labellums although mostly small 
were solidly coloured and segments also 
carried deep colour. Although progeny 
will never feature in awards the flowers 
are well liked. ‘Papakura’ even managed 
to be a Grand Champion at a small show 
when it produced on a single stem, nine- 
teen flowers deep red in colour and with a 
lip having an almost black bar with a nar- 
row white edging. many other siblings 
similar to this were readily snapped up 
when sold on show trading tables. Some 
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had much better balance in form but with- 
out the character of ‘Papakura’. 


Cym. Spring Red 

I was impressed with the deep colour of 
Cym. Red Dream ‘Waikanae’ when I first 
spotted it at the Auckland 1990 World 
Orchid Conference. I subsequently pur- 
chased a piece of it from Norm Porter, with 
the aim of future use as a breeder. It was a 
pleasant red with a certain uplifting qual- 
ity but form is decidedly cupped and 
square. I made the cross Cym. Spring Red 
(Lady Spring ‘Velvet?’ x Red Dream 
“Waikanae’) with the object that the flat- 
ness of ‘Velvet’ would be an influence. 
Two examples are ‘036/5’ first flowering 
in 2000 with good red colour but perhaps 
a trifle hooded, and ‘036/6’ again solid 
colour but with lip a bit pinched. 


Cym. Sensei Red 


Cym. Sensei Red (Kiwi Guru x James 
Toya) ‘Wiri, was made without too much 
thought for results. Both carry good red 
colour and present flowers on firm upright 
spikes, and both have strong colourful 
labellums so it is a cross that should not go 
far wrong. But it annoys me now that I 
made the cross in 1992 without having a 
significant aim. ‘042/1’ has some strength 
in form and colour, perhaps a little hooded. 
‘042/3’ is a pleasant red with good balance 
in form and a nice lip. 


Cym. Spring Stock 

Cym. Spring Stock (Lady Spring 
‘162/6’ x Yowie tapestry ‘Geyserland’) I 
did make with a purpose. “Geyserland’ is a 
large flower with wide segments and deep 
red colour, although more of a brown red. 
I matched it with ‘162/6’ to get better 
colour and to increase the small size of 
‘162/6’. Early results show promise with 
some highly coloured reds and with some 
brick reds but having a brightness about 
them. ‘045/1’ and ‘045/S’ are typical. 


Cym. Cyclops Red 

Cym. Cyclops Red (James Toya ‘Wiri’ x 
John Emery ‘Hall Avenue’) was made to 
intensify colour whilst retaining richness 
of colour. The cross started flowering for 
me in 2000 on very small plants and results 
are encouraging. Like ‘066/6’, all show 
good characteristics and I look forward to 
plants flowering when mature. 
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Cym. Spring Red ‘036/6’ 


Cym. Sensei Red ‘042/1’ 


Cym. Spring Stock ‘045/1’ 
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Cym Hot Port 


Cym. Hot Port (Hot Prime ‘Conference’ 
x Yowie Flame ‘Port Wine’ 4n) has been 
the most satisfying cross I have made to 
date. Progeny have almost all showed a lit- 
tle extra something in colour and although 
most have been red there have been a few 
pinks and these also show a certain sparkle 
in their colour. I used ‘Conference’ a num- 
ber of times as a parent in 1990 which I 
grandly call the start of my red standard 
Cymbidium breeding programme. Once I 
think I have found a stud plant with poten- 
tial I am inclined to use it a number of 
times in different crosses to test out its 
dominant (or recessive) characteristics. 
One can then make use of this knowledge 
in future crosses. I knew of someone who 
built a house on the top of a hill with views 
in every direction and he named the house 
“Four Views.” After living there a couple 
of years he renamed his home “Four 
Winds”. It is useful to know what is dom- 
inant. The Cym. Hot Port cross has so far 
produced four different cultivars that have 
received quality awards, ‘Wiri’, 
‘Henderson’, ‘Boost’ and ‘Redoubt’, and 
the cross has also received a plant breeders 
award from the New Zealand Orchid 
Society. A number of other cultivars are 
attractive and receive good comments at 
shows. The most outstanding feature of the 
cross is colour, ranging from pink to deep- 
est red. Form is acceptable and presenta- 
tion of flowers on the stem is generally 
good, as is compactness of foliage. Overall 
size could be increased for more impact 
and labellums on most, although dominant 
in appearance, could also be larger for 
improvement. When making the cross I 
believed (or hoped) that ‘Port Wine’ 
would be dominant for colour and 
‘Conference’ would impart some of its 
good characteristics such as floriferous- 
ness, and certainly hoped that its very 
small lip would be recessive. 


Common Link 


Is there a common link to successful 
breeding of red cymbidiums? Looking 
through the lineage of all hybrids listed 
above back to four generations I have 
found that there are a number of important, 
or common, parent plants. How far back 
should we look for influences? I don’t 
know. What I do know is that there are 
plenty of people living today in suppos- 
edly civilised societies that have caveman 
(or cave woman) attributes. In a similar 
way in plant life the species and early 
hybrids will also influence a modern 
hybrid, Within the four generations I have 
found that Cym. Red Beauty or Cym. 
Yowie Flame or both, occur in nineteen of 
the twenty-nine crosses discussed above. 
If neither of these two are used (keeping in 
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mind that Cym. Red Beauty has Cym. 
Tapestry as a parent and Cym. Yowie 
Flame has Cym. Tapestry and Cym. 
Sensation as parents), ten others also have 
Cym. Tapestry or Cym. Sensation or both 
in parentage. This suggests to me that 
although Cym. Red Beauty and Cym. 
Yowies Flame have been dominant in 
recent breeding with success, the influence 
of Cym. Tapestry and Cym. Sensation is 
very real. Cym. Claude Pepper and Cym. 
Doris Aurea also occur in thirteen of the 
hybrids listed and seem to have a telling 
effect. 


Dominance 


We cannot only discuss the importance 
of grexes used in crosses although these 
are the only part recorded in Sanders List 
of Orchid Hybrids. A certain amount of 
intimate knowledge through research is 
required to know cultivars used. Nursery 
seedling lists, orchid journals that some- 
times list crosses complete with cultivar 
names, discussion with hybridisers are all 
ready sources of information. A number of 
different cultivars of Cym. Red Beauty 
have been used in the crosses under dis- 
cussion. Andy Easton used ‘Carmen’ 4n 
for Cym. Western Beauty, Loren 
Batchman used ‘Prinses Frederika’ 2n for 
Cym. Fire Storm, Norm Porter used 
‘Carmen’ 4n for Cym. Sleeping Carmen, 
Alan Moon used ‘Rembrandt’ 4n (under- 
stood to be the same as ‘Nettie’ 4n) for 
Cym. Beauport and Maufant, and it is 
‘Carmen’ 4n that occurs in the lineage of 
the Ray Dix crosses of Cym. Sensei Red 
and Cym. Cyclops Red. Similarly many 
cultivars of Cym. Yowie Flame have been 
used. ‘Purple Haze’ 4n has been favoured 
by Andy Easton and Gray and Reid in their 
crosses, I believe Bryants Orchids used 
‘Krakatoa’ presumably 4n in theirs, and I 
used ‘Port Wine’ 4n in the Cym. Hot Port 
cross but ‘Purple Haze’ 4n occurs in the 
crosses of Cym. Sensei Red, Cym. Spring 
Stock and Cym. Cyclops Red. Further 
back in the generations it gets harder to 
find information but Cym. Doris Aurea 
‘Cardinal’ 4n is the only cultivar used in 
the breeding of reds as far as I know. 

Use of a specific plant as a parent in a 
cross I believe is important. Although a 
certain amount of genes may be similar 
within siblings in a grex, a sibling of a spe- 
cific cultivar is unlikely to have a total 
match of genes, unless perhaps there is an 
identical twin. The family tree of an orchid 
hybrid derived from the Sanders List is 
therefore only a guide. More important is 
knowing the cultivars used in the lineage 
to parents to be used in a cross and the 
dominant traits that have carried through, 
and then knowing, or feeling, that certain 
traits may be a good match in the cross to 


Cym. Sensei Red ‘042/3’ 


be made. The importance of specific plants 
to be used in a cross is admirably told in 
this quotation taken from “APPLICA- 
TIONS OF GENETICS TO ORCHID 
BREEDING” by Charles Chamberlain 
Hurst, a paper read at a conference in 
London in 1912. “The application of the 
principles of genetics to orchid breeding 
leads one to conclude that, from the eco- 


Cym. Spring Stock ‘045/5’ 
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nomic and eugenic points of view, the only 
sound method to adopt in orchid breeding 
is to make a fresh start by selecting a 
choice stud of the best individuals of the 
best varieties of the best species of the best 
genera, due preference being given to 
those stud individuals that have already 
bred winners of the FCC at the RHS, and 
have also proved themselves to be homozy- 
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89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 
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stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisites 
Port Pots always in stock 
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Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN'S FERTILIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN'S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisites 
* Growing classes held monthly 
PHONE 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 
email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 


US$30.00 
(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
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c/o Matthew Swift, 
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6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 


AOR 193 


52 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


gous in their good qualities. These 
selected stud orchids should be combined 
in any way that the breeder might think fit, 
in accordance with the particular objects 


; \ . 
Cym. Hot Port ‘Henderson’ HCC/OCNZ 


This superb 
flowering 
standard 

had two stems — 
of 16 blooms 


on tts first 


flowering 


he may have in view.” It is too late to go 
right back to the species and make a fresh 
start as Dr. Hurst advocated back in 1912. 
Nobody lives that long. However the mes- 


Cym Club of NSW 


Seedling of the Year 2000 


Address: 702 Old Northern Road, 


Write or phone for 

current mericlone 

or seedling list. 

Plants available in 

compot to flower- 
2 ing size. 


Dural 2158 


Open: Sun-Fri 9am-3pm 

Closed Sat until 1/3/2002 

Phone: 61 2 9651 1294 

Mobile: 0417 440 829 

email: schindler97@hotmail.com 
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sage is still clear that hybridisers must take 
great care in selecting plants for breeding 
so that chosen dominant characteristics in 
the parent plants have the best chance of 
being passed on successfully. 

In summary, when one considers there 
are no red standard Cymbidium species, 
hybridisers have come a long way in pro- 
ducing colourful reds. As far as colour 
goes they are contrived. I suppose in a 
similar way full round form has also been 
contrived in modern hybrids since no 
such form exists in species cymbidiums. 
Red cymbidiums still lack form and size 
of pastel coloured equivalents. I believe 
when desired colour is achieved, but 
other attributes are lacking such as form, 
size, floriferousness and so on, then there 
is a need to cross outside reds to bring in 
these necessary improvements. All the Cym. Cyclops Red ‘066/6’ 
while it is a need to cross outside reds to 
bring in these necessary improvements. 
All the while it is a matter of selecting 
breeding plants for their dominant char- 
acteristics and using them with a plan. It 
is a slow process for cymbidiums so ask 
me in fifty years or so from now if I am 
right. 
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One view of the COSV combined display at the International Orchid Spectacular. 


The Champion Large Flowered Cymbidium of 
the show, Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Ice’. Owned by 
Kimberley Orchids. 


A massed display of Cym. Little Sarah cultivars HCC/COSV and Champion Small Flowered 
staged by Paradisia Orchids. Cymbidium of the show. Owned by P Latina. 


Cym. (Valley Regent x Ruby Eyes) = Valley 

Ruby awarded an AM/COSV-OSCOV and 
Cym. (Baltic Harvest x Kelly’s Winter) Champion Medium Flowered Cymbidium of the 
Orchids. show. Owned by J & A Leamon. 
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COSV Awards from the 
2001 International Orchid Spectacular 


(OSCOV/Collector’s Corner Show) 


Text and photography by Rob Smith 


O. the past five years the OSCOV 
show, staged in partnership with, and 
sponsored by, Collector’s Corner at 
Keysborough, Victoria, has become one 
of the nation’s major orchid events, pro- 
viding orchid enthusiasts with the largest 
annual all-genera show in the country. 
While the show attracted the usual high 
standard of orchids from all over Victoria 
and interstate, this year’s show was a spe- 
cial event for me as it was the first major 
show I’d been involved in as a 
Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 
judge. 


Cym. One Tree Hill ‘Beenak’ awarded an HCC/COSV-OSCOV. Owned by T Poulton. 


mage 


Cym. Surman’s Rose ‘Mini World’ awarded an Cym. Khan Flame ‘Tuscanny’ awarded an AM/COSV and an HCC/OSCOV. Owned by Kimberley 
HCC/COSV-OSCOV. Owned by T Poulton. Orchids. 
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Indicative of the high level of co- 
operation between OSCOV and _ its 
member clubs, COSV judges were wel- 
comed to judge cymbidiums exhibited in 
the show for possible COSV awards. A 
number of exhibits were subsequently 
granted OSCOV awards and_ those 
orchids, along with a number of others, 
also went on to receive COSV awards 
immediately following the completion of 
show judging. 

As a result, a number of cymbidiums 
were awarded by the COSV judges indi- 
cating the high standard the 


Cym. Vive 
‘Big Smile’ 


AOR159 
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Cymbidium Flasks 


(Plants ready to be planted out) 
25 plants — $50 each. Buy 10 or more $40 each 


A. Dr Stanley Parkinson “Yveite’ x Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Gal’ (Early Pink STD) 

B. Fay Deverell ‘Constellation’ x Pink Champagne ‘Featherhill’ (Pink Spotted STD) 
C. Glady’s Whitesell ‘The Charmer’ x Fifi ‘Harry’ 4N (Int White/Green) 

D. Golden Celebration ‘Pink Tinges’ x Pink Champagne ‘Featherhill’ (Pink STD) 

E. Golden Celebration ‘Pink Tinges’ x Terama ‘Robin’ 4N (Pink STD) 

F. Hot 'n’ Spicy ‘Galaxy’ x Pink Champagne ‘Featherhill’ (White/Pink STD With Spots) 
G. Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Gal’ x Pink Champagne’ ‘Featherhill’ (Pink STD) 

H. Luthier’s Luck “White Bunny’ x Olymilum ‘White Elf’ 4N (White Int) 

I. Magic Elf ‘Pixie’ x Mem Andrew Johnston ‘White Crystal’ (White Int) 

J. Melissa Ann ‘The Ghost’ x Vive ‘Big Smile’ (White Int) 

K. One Tree Hill “John’s Quest’ x Christine Jamieson ‘Great Spirit’ (Yellow/Green Int) 
L. Rumours ‘Red Globe’ x Top Gun ‘Red Giant’ (Red STD) 

M. Rumours ‘Red Globe’ x Khairpour ‘Ruby Love’ (Red Int) 

N. Sharon Deans ‘Clean Cut’ x Vive ‘Big Smile’ (White STD) 

O. Trinity Hall “All Smiles’ x Coral ‘Lost for Words’ (Yellow/Orange STD) 


Orders of $120 or more sent Freight Free. Small c ares add $10 for freight/packaging: 
CHECK AVAILABILITY by phoning 1 800 999 707 


ZEGRO 


ORCHIDS 
Proprietor: Kevin Butler 
76 EVANDALE ROAD, LANDSDALE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 6065 


Tel: (08) 9343 2761 or 1-800-999 707 Fax: (08) 9309 3182 E-mail: ezi- Soe ee com.au 
Home page: www.ezi-gro.com.au 


OSCOV/Collector’s Corner show attracts. 

While the International Orchid 
Spectacular showcases some of the best 
orchids from a wide range of genera and I 
(like most of us) can appreciate an out- 
standing Paphiopedilum, Cattleya, 
Odontoglossum, or any other genera, these 
pages are dedicated to the genus 
Cymbidium and that is what is exclusively 
featured in this report. | 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Cym. (Scott's Sunrise x Logfire) awarded a 
COSV Certificate of Excellence for Distinctive 
Feature. Owned by J & L Hateley. 


Cym. (Splatters x Red Beauty) awarded a COSV 
Certificate of Excellence for Distinctive Feature 
and an AD/OSCOV. Owned by N & R Smith. 
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Orchids in the Extreme: 
Ray Olstan’s Story 


Text by Rob Smith - photography by Ray Olstan and Rob Smith 


ll orchid growers face climactic prob- 
lems from time to time. Some we just 
put up with and some we attempt to con- 
trol or moderate. Some of us have to deal 
with a lot more than the odd heatwave, 
storm, or prolonged dull, cloudy or wet 
weather and, those of us who grow under 
more suitable conditions are either a little 
bemused by (or wonder at) those who 
seem to grow their orchids against the 
odds. The following is Ray Olstan’s story. 
Ray happily agreed to sit down with me 
during the 2000 National Cymbidium 
Orchid Show at Ararat and talk about how 
he grows his cymbidiums under climactic 
conditions far more extreme than most of 
us will ever face. In typical Aussie fashion, 
Ray has experimented, adapted and 
learned by trial and error until he worked 
out how to grow his orchids under the con- 
ditions he is forced to deal with. 
Hopefully, there will be some information 
and/or methods which others, who may be 
faced with similar conditions (although 
not as tough as Ray’s), can use to improve 
their orchid culture. 

Ray lives and grows his orchids in 
Wallerawang, between Bathurst and 
Lithgow, at an elevation of 1,000 metres. 
The area depends on rural industries and 
coal mining and Wallerawang has a popu- 
lation of about 2,000 people. In summer, 
temperatures reach the mid-thirties but 
nights are cool. Winter can see overnight 
temperatures drop to -10°C, with black 
frosts and snow falls being quite common. 
Snow, hail, and land gales up to 60 kms per 
hour are all part of Ray’s orchid growing 
climate and, with up to six inches of snow 
on the orchid house roofs, it can stay very 
cold for a long time. 

As a child growing up in the north of 
England, I remember black frosts, the 
name we gave to frost which forms on 
unthawed frost from previous days, form- 
ing a heavy ice layer and keeping temper- 
atures very low. I remember seeing cloth- 
ing left on the washing line so frozen that 
the fabric could be snapped like a twig. I’m 
sure Ray could also tell similar tales relat- 
ing to life in his part of the world, too. 

Despite the extremes, Ray grows 
around 1,500 Cymbidium seedlings and 
mericlones, with approximately 500 of 
them being of flowering size, contained in 
three houses of 12x6 feet, 16x10 feet, and 
18x12 feet, respectively. The houses run 


Ray at the 2000 National Show at Ararat. 
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An orchid house in Wallerawang in summer. 


The same orchid house in winter. 
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north to south maximising low winter sun 
on the long side walls. As Ray’s pho- 
tographs illustrate, the houses are built of 
galvanised pipe covered with shade cloth. 
In winter, zippered solar-weave covers are 
added, with 30% Marix cloth in the two 
larger houses and 50% in the small house. 
Two of the houses are heated, one at night, 
with the other set to have the heater switch 
on when the temperature reaches 0°C. The 
mid-sized house has 1,200 litres of stored 
water under the benches as a heat bank, 
which Ray feels has worked well since he 
began using that method, in a house which 
contains no flowering plants. The small 
house has its heater set to come on at 
6.30pm and to switch off at 8.30am the fol- 
lowing morning, while the largest house 
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How YOuR 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


FOXFIKE ORCHIDS 


‘Plum Brandy’ is from 
our PR1055 cross of 
Terama ‘Robyn 4n’ x 
Fancy Free ‘Geyser- 
land’. It flowers in early 
August, is very produc- 
tive and has compact 
foliage. 


Our current catalogue 
features an_ exciting 
and diverse range of 
Cymbidium crosses as 
well as an interesting 
selection of exhibition 
cattleya crosses. 


Send for your free 
copy. ‘Plum Brandy’ 


Cym. (Terama x Fancy Free) If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 


need of something green and flowery, 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids @optusnet.com.au 


log on now to the American Orchid 


Society’s very popular Web site — 


Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 


sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 


PHONE: 0412 391 989 


inspiring color photographs, a calen- 


TOM BURIAN ORCHIDS 


Cym. WHITE VALLEY ‘BECKY’ 
A.M./O0.S.C.0.V. AND A.O.C. 


Grand Champion 1999 National Cymbidium Show 
* Large plant of 2 bulbs and lead Mericlones for $30 each or 2 plants for $50. 
* Advanced first bulb mericlones @ $10 each or 2 for $17, 3 for $24, 5 for $35. 
kok ok Rk RR & 


dar of orchid events and other helpful 


orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 


oped as an information exchange plat- 


form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 


world’s number-one orchid-information 
Large flowering size seedlings ex 6”-7” pots to flower in 2002 @ $15 each. 
or 12 for $140 (plus postage and handling). 
1339 Choc Valley, T330 Strath Beauty, T325 Strath Surprise, 
1329 Strath Wonder x Chocolada ‘The Giant’, 
1338 Mary Ann x Chocolada ‘The Giant’, T324 Chocarunta, 
1322 Inferno x Choc ‘April’. 
Cash with order please. (Discounts apply to large orders.) (Freight Extra.) 


source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
Department AORMAG 

16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 


* NEW 2000/2001 SEEDLING FLASK LIST NOW AVAILABLE 
* SEND S.A.E. FOR YOUR COPY 
R.S.D. 87, STRATHALBYN, S.A. 5255 
Nursery at Lot 25 Heinjus Road, Strathalbyn. S.A. 5255 


*** Open Weekends from June 1st to the end of October, 10.00am- 5.00pm *** 
Telephone: 0412 391 989 © E-Mail: wthomas@camtech.net.au ¢ www.adelaide.net.au/~wthomas/ 
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has an electric oil-filled column heater 
with blower, with its thermostat set to 
switch on at 0°C. 

Ray has found that good air movement is 
imperative in the closed houses and has 
mounted fans high in the end walls which 
run constantly. A look at the pictures of 
Ray’s houses show that even in winter 
there is gap between the bottom of the 
walls and the ground and, combined with 
the fans, this allows for some exchange of 
air in the houses, sacrificing some heat for 
fresh air. Ray regards the air movement as 
essential as frost can’t settle if the air is kept 
moving. To help protect the plants against 
frost, Ray uses Envy on all plants with a 1:5 
ratio being sprayed onto the leaves in June 
and then again in July, with the second 
spraying lasting until the frosts become 
less severe in September (when the covers 
on the north walls come off ), and through 
until the 4th of October when the area is 
considered to have seen its last frost and the 
houses are uncovered for summer. 

Ray has had to fine tune his methods 
from time to time as he’s faced with varia- 
tions in weather extremes. This summer, 
he plans on fitting extra roof bars and mesh 
to his houses to support the weight of win- 
ter snows. As his area gets plenty of sun in 
winter and the layers of protective mater- 
ial he has to use cuts down light, he’s 
rigged his Marix cloth on the side walls so 
it can be pulled back like curtains during 
the day to maximise the light reaching the 
plants. The floors in two of the houses are 
white quartz, the third house floor is bark. 
Ray feels that evaporation from keeping 
the floors damp helps to maintain some 
warmth. 

Potting mix consists of Van Schaik’s 
BIO-GRO bark, and Ray prefers a very 
open mix as, in his conditions, plants may 
need watering only once every two weeks 
at times. He fertilises with HSD 12-20-20 
all year round, except in winter. Ray 
reports that he has very few pests to worry 
about (some might say that it’s too cold for 
them to survive) and he’s never had Red 
Spider although, occasionally, he gets 
Lupis (a chewing insect pest) and 
Copperhead snakes seem to like the cli- 
mate in his orchid houses! He has little 
trouble with various rots or fungus, proba- 
bly due to his constantly maintained air 
movement and low humidity in summer. 

In the sort of extremes Ray faces, some 
Cymbidium types clearly do better than 
others, with greens and reds in particular 
seeming to do well and Ray is especially 
pleased with the performance of various 
Cym. Valley Zeniths, and Bryants Orchids 
greens, yellows and reds. 

Ray’s advice to anyone coping with 
frosts is to try Marix cloth and, if frosts are 
severe, to make sure that fans run all the 


Inside, showing fans, heater and Marix cloth. 


time as he’s had temperatures as low as - 
7°C inside an orchid house without ill 
effect as long as air movement is main- 
tained and Envy is used. 

Ray can’t resist a wry smile when he tell 
you that locals can’t believe you can grow 
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Marix cloth curtain pulled back to maximise light for flowering. 


CYMBIDIUM 
ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


orchids in the area - every time they see his 
flowers. Ray, I’m sure you’ve surprised 
some of us too! 
Rob Smith 

24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square 
Victoria 3555 Telephone (03) 5442 4806 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


The Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria Inc. 


Text by Rob Smith — Photography by Sean Moore and Rob Smith 


n Tuesday, 12th June 2001, the 

Cymbidium Orchid Society of 
Victoria celebrated its 10th Anniversary 
with a catered dinner combined with the 
June monthly social meeting. 

Since its inception in 1991 COSV has 
gone from strength to strength with mem- 
bership numbers climbing to almost 200, 
proving that even in times of decreasing 
memberships a club that serves the needs 
of its members and provides an enjoyable, 
informative, relaxed yet organised envi- 


is. 


Recipients of the Ten year Service Badge 


and Appreciation Award from 
left to right: John Hedger, David Allen, Andy Leamon, Ern Kettle and Terry 


ronment can prosper and grow. 

Members from Melbourne and sur- 
rounds, country Victorians and visitors 
from interstate enjoyed a friendly and fun 
evening interspersed with normal meeting 
night proceedings such as judging of 
plants benched, plant commentary and a 
feature video of Moss Bray’s visit to a 
number of commercial nurseries a major 
Dutch flower market in Holland. 

Club President, Ken West, presided 
over the evening and the presentation of 


Poulton. Kevin Brown was away at the time this picture was taken and 
received his award the following month. Photo by Rob Smith. 
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Cym. tracyanum owned by R & M Williams and awarded a Certificate of 


Cym. elegans owned 
by J & Leamon and 
awarded a Certificate 
of Excellence for 
Outstanding Culture 
at the May 2001 
meeting. Photo by 
Sean Moore. 


Excellence for Outstanding Culture at the May 2001 meeting. Photo by 


Sean Moore. 
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several COSV awards given over previous 
meetings and shows to the various recipi- 
ents. At the completion of the meeting Ken 
announced a number of special presenta- 
tions to be made to six of the club’s initial 
office bearers who have served the club in 
committee positions continuously since 
1991. The Ten Year Service badges and 
Certificates of Appreciation were con- 
ferred on David Allen, Kevin Brown, John 
Hedger, Ern Kettle, Andy Leamon and 
Terry Poulton. 


* 


oto by Rob Smith. 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2001 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Cym. (tracyanum x iridioides) owned by R & M Williams and awarded a 
Certificate of Excellence for Outstanding Culture at the June 2001 meet- 


Cym. Little Sarah ‘100’ owned by Paradisia Orchids and awarded an 
HCC/COSV (77.5points), and Certificates of Excellence for Superior Floral 


ing. Photo by Rob Smith. 


ing. Photo by Sean Moore. 


In keeping with the mood of the evening 
one other presentation was made, that 
being a practical Cymbidium growing aid, 
to one lucky member - Terry Poulton had 
often been heard to complain about the dif- 
ficulty of finding bamboo stakes long 
enough for his tall spiking show bench 
cymbidiums, so through the generosity of 
Jan and Andy Leamon a suitable stake was 
cut from the ornamental bamboo planta- 
tion on their property and presented to 
Terry - sometimes it’s the little (or in this 
case, the absolutely huge) things which 
mean so much! 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


In reference to the article 
‘Profiling Cym. Stanley Fouraker’ 
by Bill Johnson, Vol.66:4, Cym. 
Poetic Winter was listed as a second 
generation Cym. Stanley Fouraker 
hybrid. In fact, Cym. Poetic Winter 
is a third generation hybrid and is 
the result of crossing Cym. (Winter 
Wonder x Poetic Fair). Also, the 
cross Cym. (Poetic x Winter Fair) is 
actually Cym. Poetic Fair. — Ed. 


, s 


LE 


Sean Moore. 


Cym. Khan Flame ‘Lucifer’ owned by T Poulton and awarded a Certificate 
of Excellence for Outstanding Culture at the July 2001 meeting. Photo by 


Display and Distinctive Feature at the June 2001 meeting. Photo by Rob 
mith. 


‘The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 
This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 


Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint? AD/AOC 
Hybridised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 
to offer our customers. 

Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 


Free catalogue available 


In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a wide range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 


We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a.week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 
Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5118 
Phone: (08) 85223883 


ABN 43 753 597 990 


32 LYNDHURST RD 
KALAMUNDA, WA 6076 
Phone (08) 9293 3196 


Prop: Nado Lenkic 


Our 14th annual catalogue includes 


first release of species such as iridioides (i.e. giganteum), lowianum 
‘Pitts’ & tracyanum ‘Tamborine’ 


‘ 8 primary hybrid crossings featuring parents such as 
giganteum, lowianum, madidum, parishii, pumilum and tracyanum 
almost 50 seedling crossings and over 30 top mericlones 


Phone, or write for your copy 


AOR 156 
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SHOWDATES 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOWADDRESS 


Victoria 
13 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Colac Colac High School Assembly Hall 
14 October 10.00am-4.00pm A RAS Showgrounds _ Princes Highway, Colac west 
13 October 9.00am-5.30pm Spring _ Horsham & sss Horsham Town Hall 
14 October : aS i Eos District 76 Wilson Street, Horsham 
19 October 2.00pm-5.00pm Spring Ballarat SMB Horticultural Centre 
20 October 10.00am-5.00pm _ Cnr. Gillies & Gregory Streets, pallarat_ 
20 October 8.00am-4.30pm Spring Cobden ; Civic Hall : 
21 October 8.30am-4.00pm Victoria Street, Cobden 
20 October 9.30am-4.30pm Spring (Orchid, West Gippsland Mawarra Centre 
21 October 9.30am-4.00pm __~ Hobbies & Craft Expo) _ Percy Street ,Warragul 
20 October —9.00am-5.00pm  =—s Spring Yarra Valley Public Hall 
21 October 10.00am-4.00pm oe ee Blaney Seville 
26-27 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Ararat Town Hal 
28 October 10.00am-4.00pm Cnr. Vinene & Barkly Streets, Ararat 
2-3 November 10.00am-4.00pm Spring © A.N.O.S. Scout Guild Hall 
aie (Geelong Group) Myers Street, Geelong 
10-11 November 9.00am-5.00pm Spring penbyongs: Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Pee (Sarochilus Festival) : Randall Street, Maroyn2Dg; 
17 November 11.00am-4.00pm Spring © Momington’ Church of Christ Hall 
ees Peninsula 130 Cranbourne Road, Frankston 
Queensland aaah: a 
TBA TBA * Spring : Herbert River ouaie Barra Motors Showroom 
(Maraka Show) & Allied Plant Bhd 
11-13 October — Sopot Centre Hours Spring © Mackay & District  Caneland Simataaeurn, Mackay 
13 October  8.30am-5.00pm  ==—— Spring _ Bribieisland = —_—Indoor Bowls Club Building ~ 
14 October 9.00am-3.00pm — ee ___ First Avenue, Bongaree 
18 October 9.00am-9.00pm Spring Southport& ===~~—- Burleigh Town MarketPlace se 
19 October 9.00am-5.30pm : District Shopping Centre 
20 October 9.00am-4.00pm = West Burleigh Road, West Burleigh 
8-10 November 8. pea Spring - Gold Coast ‘Treetops Shopping Plaza 
. ; Classic Way, Burleigh Waters © 
New South Wales De EE es ee 
17-20 October Spopana Centre oat Sara , Newcastle - oe Raymond Terrace Market Place 
ita Piaiiige Mare Baymond: Terrace 
Tasmania ieee 
12 October 2.00pm-5.30pm _ Spring Gat Burnie Burnie Civic Centre 
13 October ~9.00am-5.30pm : Off Jones Street 
14. October = 9.00am-4.00pm_ oa Burnie 
New Zealand ae oe A a PO ees 
13 October 10.00am-5.00pm =—S Spring Capital City ANN 
14 October 10.00am-4.00pm s 4 Wellington — 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 


LEGACY 


We need your help... 
today more than ever. 


Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 


Subscriptions: six issues without hybrid list £25, USA $49 airmail/$40 surface mail. 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail. 
Six issues with hybrid list £29, USA $56 airmail/$47 surface mail. 
All other countries: £38 airmail/£33 surface mail. 


To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


Please send donations 


to your nearest Legacy Office 


AOR 123 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately 
thirty words) for only $20, each additional 
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AUSSIE BARK & PEAT can now be 
obtained on the South Coast. Grades 
vary from seedling to coarse. Contact: 
Derrick Taylor, 14 Marlo Street, Towradgi 
NSW 2518. Phone (02) 4284 3641. Give it 


a go mate! 


ORCHID & HORTICULTURE 
COURSES by DISTANCE EDUCA- 
TION. Short Courses, Certificates and 
Diplomas. 280 courses incl. ‘Design your 
own course’ (eg. 12 different orchid vari- 
eties), Interior Plants, Tissue Culture, 
Nursery, Ferns, Palms, Hydroponics, 
Landscaping, Ecotourism, Writing, Photo- 
graphy, etc. 
Correspondence Schools, P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang 4211. Ph: 07 5530 4855 or 03 9736 
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ROYALE 


ORCHIDS 


Welcome to Royale Orchids final open day for the 
season - Cymbidium season that is. 


October 12th, 13th and 14th 


We still have pendulous types in full bloom and we 
are releasing all new seedling crosses. 


This is our orchid workshop weekend which will be 
hosted by Gosford Orchid Society. 


- Odontoglossum and Odont. Intergenics from 
tubestock to flowering size 


- Plenty of mature Vandas and Vandaceous 
hybrids 


- New Epidendrum mericlones from Japan 
- and of course plenty of species 
- Bark, Pots and orchid sundries 


Free admission Free sausage sizzle 


1560 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge, NSW 2250 


ROYALE Phone: (02) 4375 1199 Fax: (02) 4375 1205 


ORCHIDS email: royale@acay.com.au website: www. royaleorchids.com 
Freight at cost. 
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